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SENATOR BRASHEAR: That is correct.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: .. .but the issue is in your bill.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Y o u a r e c or r e c t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So regardless of what we do here, there will
be an opportunity this afternoon, if we ge t to you bill, to
revisit this item?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Or tomorrow, or the next day.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay . Tha t's all I needed to know, that it
i s a v a i l ab l e t o be r ev i s i t e d . I t ma y not be r e a l l y r e dund a n t .
What we h ad e x p l ai ne d to u s , e v en t houg h I don ' t l i k e t hi s bi l l ,
I paid at tention. Th is bill would take effect, and start the
c ol l e c t i o n o f t hi s a dd i t i on a l t ax m o ne y s o o ne r t ha n wou l d t he
version in Senator Brashear's bill. But all he would have to do
to rectify t hat dif ference is to put an effective date in his
bil l t ha t wo u l d r e l a t e t o t he l i quo r t a x i nc r e a s e , a n d m ak e t ha t
date July 1, 2003. But to make that effective on July 1, 200 3,
his bill would have to carry the emergency clause, which would
n ecessitate 33 votes. So there are complexities in what is
being attempted. The re are roadblocks along the way. T h is
bi l l , a s l ong a s i t ha s t he r e du c e d t a x on l i quo r , i s no t wor t hy
of passage. I don ' t s e e a n y t h ing i n i t ot h e r t h a n t ha t . And
s ince t ha t ' s t h e o n l y t hi n g i n i t , and I st r o n gl y d i s a gree wi t h
i t , I ha v e t o t r y t o ho l d t h is u p a t t h i s p o i n t , at t he r i sk of
a lienat in g so me pe o pl e on t he f l o o r a n d a l i e n a t i n g t h e l i q u o r
l obby i f t h e y t h i n k t h e r e ' s a c h ance o f ge t t i ng a h i gher t ax
r ate . They w o ul d l o v e t o s e e t h i s b i l l st op r i g h t h e r e . So I
have mixed emotions . I f Sen a t o r B r a shear ' s b i l l f or si me re a son
does not go , t h e l i q u o r i n d ustry e s capes being t axe d , whi c h I
know wi l l make t hem v er y happy . I f , on t he ot h e r h a nd, t h i s
bi l l goe s on i t s own , i t doe sn ' t ma t t e r r e a l l y wha t ha pp e ns w i t h
Senator Brashear's bill insofar as it relates t o an incr eased
t ax on l i quor . So t he on l y one t o wh o m I t hi nk t h i s m a k e s a
difference really is me.

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.
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