
TRANSCRIPT PR EPARED BY THE CL E RK OP T HE LEG I SLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 8 3M ay 7 , 2 00 3

ASSISTANT CLERK: Mr . President, Senator Chambers would offer
FA1350. (Leg i s l at i ve Jo u r n a l pa g e 1 6 4 3 . )

SENATOR CUDABACK:
L B 2 8 3 .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Than k you. Mr . President, m embers of the
Legislature, LB 283 is a bil l which would raise the tax on
various types of alcoholic beverage. The committee reduced t he
amount of tax that would be collected by more than 50 percent
f rom what was proposed in LB 283. That is a position that I a m
t ota l l y oppos e d t o . So wha t I am of f e r i ng he r e i n m y f i r s t
amendment i s an a t t emp t t o r a i s e a ddi t i on al r ev e n u e. And I am
not go i ng b ac k t o wh a t w a s r eq u e s t e d i n t he c o mmi t t e e. . . in t h e
green copy . I n th e gr e en c op y , on t he f i r st l i n e t ha t I wa l l be
offe r i n g a n ame nd m ent , s o t h a t i t won ' t be conf u s i ng , my
amendment i s to t he c ommi t t e e ame n dm en t . The c ommi t t e e
amendment i s t h i s br i e f l i t t l e s i x - l i n e ame n d ment t ha t y ou f i nd .
So the committee amendment goes to the green copy of t he b ill .
My a mendment i s t o t he com mi t t e e a m endment . Bu t i n or de r t o
understand i t , i f y ou wan t t o f o l l ow i t , y o u wo u l d hav e t o l ook
at the green copy on the pages...or on the page and the line
numbers mentioned in the committee amendment. So in lin e 1 of
the committee ame ndment, th ey would go to page 2 of the green
copy, i n l i ne 5 . The ex i s t i n g l a ng u a g e i n t he s t a t ut e wou l d
raise the amount that we' re dealing with in this first part from
23 cents to 36 c ents per gallon of beer, from 23 to 36. T he
conenitte e ame n dment wou l d hav e re duc e d t ha t 36 c e nt s t o
29 cents. So what my amendment does is to leave in place the
l anguage i n t he co mmi t t e e a mendment t h a t w o u l d s t r i k e 3 6 . And I
would then strike 29, which the c ommittee a m endment i n serted,
and replace that 29 with 46. W h i ch means that for this gallon
of beer, my amendment would raise it ten cents more p er gall on
than was attempted in t he committee...in the original form of
the bill. So rather than merely trying to return t he b ill to
where i t wa s i n t he g r ee n fo r m, I a m r a i s i ng t h e amo u nt ab o v e
that . The gr e e n c o p y sa i d 36 ce nt s . T ha t i s wha t t he b i l l
o rig i n a l l y of f e r e d . The co mmi t t e e ame n d ment r e du c ed t h a t t o
n ine c e n t . . .29 cents. I am striking the 29 cents and putt ing
46 cents, which raises it ten cents above what was in the green
copy of the bill. That's on the beer. The nex t item is in
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