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b ody . I wan t t o t h a n k my c o l l e ag u e s f o r t h e a me n dment s t h a t
we' ve p ut on t hi s bi l l t oda y . Howe v e r , I st i l l t hi nk t ha t we
have a d i s c repancy between di f f e r ent b u s i nesses i n our st at e .
And a large part of the state of Nebraska is sparsely populated
areas, where only small businesses survive, hopefully. We have
incentive tax credits for large businesses of certain sizes and
certain employee numbers, t e l l i n g t h em that we want t hem i n our
state. Sma ll b usinesses in rural Nebraska that are there to
p rovide services and jobs and goods fo r the people w ho liv e
there ca n't qu a lify fo r some of those credits, and I think we
need t o p a y a con s i d e r a b l e a mount o f a t t e nt i on t o t he m. Se na t or
Bromm tal ke d a b ou t t ax pol i cy , di f f e r e nt t ax pol i c y . And I
think any tax p olicy we come up w ith should be very, very
business-oriented, because people live where businesses provide
services and goods and jobs. And in rural Nebraska, that's the
o nly game in town, is the small business, the small mom and p o p
stores. Some of thes e businesses that haven't been excluded
from the bill today in our amendments pay a s a les ta x on the
equipment. They pay a property tax as long as they own it and
depreci a t e i t . The y pa y a s a l e s t ax on t he r e pl a ce m ent p a r t s i f
the equipment needs to be repaired. And now we' re asking t h e m
to p ay a sa l e s t ax on t he la bo r t o f i x t ha t equ i pm ent. And my
m ain concern is, in some of these areas, the $300 labor bill to
replace a $10 p art That is going to count up very fast for
some of these small businesses. So I continue to opp ose the
b ill, in spite o f the amendments that have been put on it. I
don't think this is the way to go. T his is not the way to adopt
t ax pol i cy , b y p i c k i ng on a f e w people one year a t a t i me , and
a pproach i t f r om a d i f f e r e nt a ng l e of s i t t i ng do w n an d d r a w i n g
up a tax plan that's b u siness f r iendly an d won ' t adversely
a ffec t t he e c o n omy and e c onomic d e v e l o pment o p p o r t u n it i e s i n a l l
o f the sta te, re gardless of whether it's rural or urban. So
t hank you v e r y m u c h .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Burling. Senator L a ndis.
Or I'm sorry, Senator Beutler, your light just came on.

SENATOR BEUTLER: S enator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
I have just been sitting off to the side listening fo r a long
t ime t h i s m o r n in g . And I wou l d j us t t h r ow o u t t he c o mment t h a t
i t a l l k i nd of f ol l ow s a n h i s t or i c pa t t e r n . You k no w, one of
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