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And I just can't understand how we can hope to make more cuts in
t ha t a r e a o f t h e st a t e a n d d e ny t h e y ou t h o f t h i s st a t e an
opportunity to get the kind of education that t hey' re entitled
to, and that goes on up through the...through college and into
the wo r k p l a c e . So I ' m ag a i n g o i n g t o s i t b a ck an d l i s t e n , a nd
h opefu l l y I c an l ea r n e no u g h t o ma k e t h e co r r e c t v o t e . Wi t h
t hat , M r . Pr e s i d en t , t h an k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. Senator K r emer,
there are no f urther lights on w ishing to speak. You' re
r ecogn i z e d t o c l o se on y o u r am e n dment , A M 1 746 t o L B 2 87 .

SENATOR KREMER: Okay. Th ank you, Senator Cudaback and members.
I failed to mention that S enator Sc hrock an d Sen ator La ndis
cosigned this amendment. I was assuming Senator Landis was for
it. But then he mentioned that he may not be. I wou ld just
l i k e t o me n t i o n a l i t t l e b i t a b ou t t he p r o p e r t y t a x we ' v e t a l k ed
about. And the machinery goes onto personal property tax also.
I know the p e r c e n t age o f f un d i n g f o r sch o o l s f r om pr op e r t y t ax
is l e ss t han i t wa s 3 0 ye a r s ag o . Bu t o ne t h i n g t h a t p eo p l e
v ery s e l d o m s t o p t o t h i n k a b ou t , o r ev e n me n t i o n , i s t h a t 3 0
years ago, one operator probably farmed half of what they do
now. Commodity prices are the same as they were 30 years ago,
sometimes less in some years. So a s ingle operator, the only
w ay he'd be able to s u rvive is to be ab le to become mor e
efficient. A nd that 's because we' ve had to grow in size, and
machinery costs more, so you have to spread it over more a c res.
So one in d ividual o perator ha s twice the land, tw ice the
machinery costs that they' re p aying tax on. So even though t h e
percentage may ha ve gone down, the total amount per individual
o perator has gone u p substantially. A nothe r dif ference, I
think, when Sena tor Ra ikes h a d men tioned t ha t industrial
equipment or equipment that's used maybe on maintaining roads or
building roads is double taxed, that could be. And two w ro ngs
doesn't make a r ight . T hat seems to be wrong also. But one
thing that they are able to do is to p ass th at co s t on . I
t hough t m a yb e w e o u g h t t o p u t a co s t o f l i v i n g i n c r ea se i n t o o u r
commodit y p r i ce s . I t wo u l d b e v e r y h e l p f u l i f y ou ' d d o t h a t ,
a nd go b a c k t o 3 0 y e a r s ag o , gu e ss w h a t we ' d b e g e t t i n g n ow . I t
would b e p r ob a b l y $ 10 a b u s he l , som e th i n g l i ke t h a t . Bu t we ' r e
not able to do that , and that 's p r obably what is the most
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