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when you talk about poor people, the old adage that many farmers
live poor and die rich 1is probably true, because through a
lifetime, what they acquire is what makes them a 1living. And
just 1like people who have trades have the skills that they're
taught to make their living, and the only way you can make a
living 1is to have property, to try to produce something off of
that property and make yourself a living. I1f you're 1like you
were last vyear, where I live, you didn't make any money. But
believe me, you still had to pay taxes. And we're going to now
add on another tax on that equipment that's sitting out there
that can't be used very much if we don't get the rains,
and...because I 1live in an area that doesn't have irrigation.
And we don't have any water underground, so we don't have a
chance for irrigation. So we have to look for the good Lord to
send us the rains at the proper times, or we don't raise
anything. And by the way, last year, we didn't raise anything.
But I'll tell you right now, I still had to pay the taxes on my
real estate if I expect to keep it. And I told you people the
other day that my dad lost everything he had because he went
through the thirties when he didn't raise anything, and what
little he did raise he didn't get anything for. So we're back
to that same point. And now we're going to put on another tax
on top of the people in agriculture who are struggling to pay
their bills and feed their families and take care of their

payments that they're obligated to take care of. So I don't
know what's right, as I said the other day. 1I'm not sure what's
right. All of us here want to do what's right. But somebody

has to lead us. Because we came out here with, apparently, the
kind of bills that would fill the gaps that were in our budget,
and slowly we're whittling away, to the point where at some
point there won't be enough money to do it, and we have one
option left, and that's to make cuts. And the question is,
where are you going to make the cuts? That's what bothers me
the most, because I know some of these, and there's no need in
me going back into the dialog again about our K-12 systems...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR VRTISKA: ...and the problems they're having in

financing our educational opportunity for the youths of this
state, and the suffering that some of those systems are doing.
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