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the labor, th e way I re ad this thing. So in stead of people
having to pay twice the tax on it, at least they would only be
paying once. So presently, I think Senator Preister's amendment
is something that will go along with this bill. And like I say,
until we get to the throat on this thing, w hy, I ' m go ing to
support the amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k y o u , Se n a t o r Lo u d en .
introduced.) Senator Engel on the Preister amendment.

SENATOR ENGEL: Nr . President, members of the body, we are in a
dilemma, and we know that. We have to get our revenue together
with ou r a p p r o p r ia t i o n s i n or d e r t o g et o ut of her e t h i s yea r .
We have to make everything balance. I'm not going to talk about
h i s ame n d men t p a r t i c u l a r l y . Bu t a s f a r a s o v e r a l l , we ' r e
ta l k i n g a b o u t d i f f e r e n t t h i ng s w e ' re g o i ng t o b e t a x i ng . I k no w
Senator Aguilar has a bill in as far as tax ing pro f essional
servi ces , woul d be eng i nee r i n g, a r ch i t ec t u r e , l egal , and
a ccount i n g se r v i c e s . I t h i nk j u st t h e l e g a l a n d a c co u n t i n g
serv i c e s t he ms e l v e s wou l d b r i ng i n q u i t e a b i t o f r e v e nu e .
The. . . i n t a l k i ng t o t h e ac c ou n t a n t s i n my a r e a , I ' m t a l k i n g
about i n my i mm e d i a t e ar e a , t h e r e wa s a b i l l t h a t wa s p r e se n t e d
down here a s f a r as pu t t i ng f ee s , a n d n o body l i k ed t hat . And
actually, that was a poor bill. But as far as paying sales tax
on their services, they didn't think that was such a big
problem. And one thing, as far as complicated as our sales tax
situation is getting, at least a CPA could figure it out. He
would know exactly what he's supposed to be paying on, and then
he'd pass t h a t o n. You kn o w , l i ke i f your accou n t i n g bi l l i s
say $1,000, it's going to be...cost you another $60, because it
will be passed on to the consumers, no question about that. But
I would t h i n k w e .. . I agr e e w i t h S e n a to r B r o mn . I t h i nk we j u s t
have to spend a lot of time beyond this session...let's get this
session taken care of, get our budget balanced and get it
presented, and let's go home and stay there. Bu t b etween now
and next session, there should be a lot of time spent on how to
totally overhaul our whole tax system. I know Senator Brashear
started this many years ago. And the time has come prior to
now. B u t i t . . .we j u s t can ' t ke e p d e l a y i n g i t and del ay i ng i t
and delay i n g i t . And l i ke I say , w e h a v e t o b e c o mpet i t i ve w i t h
the states aro und us , and so forth. And I t hink the states
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