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to the economy of not only this state but other states. We have
watched towns w i thin your district, Senator Louden and I were
speaking this morning about a town in his district that the main
s tree t i s f ol d i n g u p , i t ' s goi n g a w ay . And , y o u k n ow , poss i b l y
t ha t h a s ha d . . .those closures, the Internet has made an effect
on t h em . Bu t i t ' s n o t on l y t h e I n t e r n e t . We h av e l a r g e
corpo r a t i o n s , y o u k no w, i n t h i s s t a t e t ha t h av e c o m e i n a n d
r uine d t h e do w n t o w n a r e a s o f no t sma l l . . .o n l y sma l l t own s , b u t
l arge r t own s a l s o . I h a ve a c i t y i n my d i s t r i c t t h a t y o u wo u l d
not believe what tha t bu s iness a rea looked like 20 year s
ago­ -very vibrant, offered services to the people of that "ounty
v ery wel l . You cou l d go t o t hat c i t y and g o f r o m one s nop t o
the other and those we r e respectable, respectable b usiness
p eopl e wi t h i n t h a t c omm u n it y . Th ey p r o v i d e d f u nd i ng t o
Community Chest, you name it, Salvation Army. They were good
c i t i ze n s , an d t he mo n ey t ha t t h ey ma d e t he y k e pt wi t h i n t h a t
town . Th ey d i d g oo d t h i ng s wi t h i t . No w we ' re f a ce d wi t h l a r g e
corporations that come in, have practically 90 percent of t heir
employees ar e pa r t - t i me emp l o y e e s . I ' m n o t g o i ng t o men t i on a ny
names. You know darn good and well who I'm talking about. The
money is transferred out of town as fast as it hits the banks
tha t t h ey ' re u s i ng t o f u n ne l t h a t mon ey b a ck t o t h e i r
headquarters. Sure, they' ll get their picture in the paper for
giv i n g t h e Boy Sc ou t s $2 0 0 , or some o t h e r o r g a n i za t i o n ; ma k e
sure t ha t i t ge t s i n t he f r on t pa g e o f t he pap er t hat t hey ' r e
d oin g som e th i n g . Mea n t i m e, g o b a ck d ow n t o w n t h at h a s h e l d t h a t
community together for so many years. Between those people, the
big corporations and the Int ernet, t h ey' ve ruined d o wntown
Nebraska . Th o se b u i l d i ng s a r e f i l l e d n ow wi t h an t i q u e sh op s . I
never knew there was so many antiques around as you can find in
t hose . I d o n ' t kn ow w h e r e t h ey f i n d t h em a l l . Yo u c o u l d
p robabl y f i n d a f ew a t my ho u s e . We ' v e g ot a l o t o f an t i q u e s ,
but w e st i l l u se t h em. So t h e se ar e t h e k i n d o f t h i ng s . . . I
needed to vent this. I'm sorry I 'm doing it on this bill. B ut
I a l s o want t o br i ng u p t he f a ct t hat I do ha v e a l ot of r epai r
in m y bus i ne s s and I do p a y a l ot of mo ne y t o t h at r ep - i r man ,
more t h a n I p r o b ab l y sh ou l d . But t h e b i g g e s t c om p la i n t iat I
have from one particular person that does my...
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