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l ower i nco me , w ho dr i ve s an o l der veh i c l e , an ol d e r p i e c e o f
machine r y , an d n ee d s a l o t o f r e p a i r . Th a t ' s wh y I op p o s e d i t
last year. I did vote to advance it in the committee because I
t hought we wer e go i n g i n t he di r ec t i o n o f b r oa d e n ing ou r sa l e s
t ax an d h o p e f u l l y l o we r i ng t he r a t e so t h a t , i n f a c t , t h e l o we r
income person wo uld have a benefit on the rate they pay on the
goods and services that are now taxed. We don't need to do this
b i l l . I t i s c ov e r ed i n LB 7 5 9 an d w e c an de b a t e i t whe n we ' r e
d oing Se n a t o r B r a sh e a r ' s b i l l , L B 7 59 , a n d we ca n de ba t e i t i n
t he c o n t e x t o f wh e t h er we w a n t t o c r e a t e a b r o a d e r sa l e s t ax
p ol i c y t h a t ha s mo r e f a i r n e s s , mo r e s i mp l i c i t y , a n d mo r e
rationality to it. I will admit that businesses have come to me
and they have said it's a nightmare to administer it the way it
is right now. Wha t 's installation? What's repair? They said
e ither tax it all or don't tax any of it. But c onsidering t h e
f ac t t ha t we a r e l o o k i ng a t h i t t i ng l owe r i n c o m e p e o p l e i n t h i s
state with income t ax rat e inc reases, w ith property tax
i nc r e a s es , wi t h ag a i n a no t h er t a x b u r de n t h a t h i t s t h em b ut n o t
t he h i g h e r i n co m e f o l k s , I do n ' t t h i n k I ' m g o i ng t o su pp o r t i t .
I ' m g o i n g t o wa i t f o r t he d eb a t e o n L B 75 9 , a nd t h e n i f we wa n t
t o t r e a t i t i n a r at i on a l m a nner where we ' re l o o k i n g a t a l l of
i t and we ' r e l ow e r i n g t h e r a t e a n d t h e s a l e s t ax b u r d e n o n t he
l ower i n c o me p e o p l e , t h en I ce r t a i n l y co u l d su pp o r t i t b e ca u se
i t wou l d be a good pol i c y cho i c e . Bu t I am r e l uc t a n t t o j us t
pick and choose, year by year, the victim du jour. App arently
it's repair, m aybe co nstruction, only pa rt of construction.
Next y e a r m a y b e w e ' l l g e t t h e r e s t . One a t a t i me we p i c k t h em
o ff . That doesn ' t seem l i ke r at i ona l pol i cy . I do t h i nk
broadening t h e b as e i s a go o d i de a , b u t on l y i f we can l owe r t he
overal l bu r d e n o n t h o s e w i t h ou t t he i nc ome t o f i na n c e i t . Thank
y ou, Senato r .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Re dfield.
Janssen, followed by Senator Jensen and others.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Tha nk you, Senator Cudaback. Members of the
L egi s l a t u r e , we h a ve t o r e m e mber t h a t t h e r e p a i r an d t ax i s
deduct i b l e on t ho s e p i e c e s o f eq u i p ment t h a t y o u a r e r ep a i r i ng ,
e ither that or if you enhance the value enough you can g o back
to depreciating those again. You know, Senator Beutler struck
o n somet h i n g t h i s mo r n i ng a b o u t t h e I n t e r n e t , wh a t t ha t h a s d o n e
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