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defense o f t ax e s on . . . t o t he ag r i cu l t u r e co m mun i t y . I p a s se d
out a p in k sheet which has to do with property tax, which does
not h a v e a n y t h i ng t o d o wi t h t he b i l l t h a t we ' r e on r i g h t n ow ,
but i t ' s a c op y o f a ha n do u t t h a t Sen a t o r Br a sh e a r h ad l a st
year, and he handed it out this year again but it was only the
bottom two categories there. The top category is agriculture
property tax burden as percent of the farm income. You can see
q ui t e o f t e n i t ' s 3 0 pe r ce n t . Wh a t I ' d l i k e t o t a l k ab o u t i s ho w
we are constantly being taxed along the production line. I have
no p r o b l e m w i t h p a y i ng t a x e s on r e p a i r i ng m y a i r co n d i t i o ne r , my
car , s ome t h i ng l i k e t h a t , b u t whe n y o u l oo k a t t he t ax e s o n
machinery and p ro perty ta x and the p roducts we grow and
every t h i n g e l s e , t h e r e ' s no t h i ng l e f t . Th e r e wa s a n a r t i c l e i n
the Li n co l n J ou r n a l ab ou t a mon t h a g o o f t e n y ou n g f a r me r s i n
Hami ton County a nd nor thern C lay County that were quitting
f arming this year. Many of these young farmers do not have t h e
money to buy new equipment. T hey' ll buy used equipment which
takes a lot more repairs t han wh a t the used ...or th e new
equipment wo u l d . I t ' s g e t t i n g t o a p l ac e whe r e . . . a nd I p u t i t
on. ..tried to get red It 's pink, because i t's p robably j u st
close because i t' s...that's what's c ausing the red ink many
t imes i s t he t a x e s t h a t we h av e t o p a y . Se n a t o r Sc h r oc k
mentioned a few w eeks ago if you put in an irrigation center
p ivot , y o u p a y t a x o n t h at i r r i gat i on equi p ment. You r l and
value go e s up s i gn i f i can t l y , you pay m or e p r o p e r t y t ax You
raise a bigger crop, you pay more tax. We should have tax
i ncrement f i nanc i n g on som e i r r i ga t i on e q u i p ment o r s o met h i n g
t oo because i t ' s m o ney you wou l dn ' t ha v e h a d i f you hadn ' t o f
done t he i m p r o vements . I ' m goi n g t o be . . . vo t e i n op p o s it i cn t o
this bill unless the part that' s...has to do with repairs on the
m achinery f o r ag r i cu l t u re i s t aken out . Senat or Br ash e a r
r ecognized t h i s p r o b l e m and t o o k i t out on LB 5 5 9 (s i c ­ - LB 75 9 ) ,
a nd i t c ou l d v e r y e a s i l y b e t ak e n o u t he r e . I ' v e g o t a n
a mendment d r a f t e d up , i f i t se ems ap p r op r i a t e , t h a t I ' l l su bmi t .
Senator Landis did mention t hat y ou cou l d cap italize t hese
repairs, and I c a n o nly imagine what a depreciation schedule
would l o o k l i ke i f eve ry t i m e y o u r e p a i r e d a mac h i n e t ha t you
h ad t o d ep r ec i a t e i t a nd a dd i t t o i t . I kn ew t h i s wa s c om i n g
u p so I j u s t we n t b a ck l a s t mo n t h a n d l o o ke d a t . . . i t wa s
springtime and we did some repairs on several machines that were
s ign i f i ca nt bu t n o t en o u g h t h a t y ou wou l d i n c r ea s e t h e v a l u e t o
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