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else in mind that I'm going to say first. As I sa w thi s b ill
coming t o t h e f o r e f r o n t h e r e f o r de b a t e , I wa s n ' t su r e wha t
p osi t i on I wa s g o i ng t o t ak e , a n d I ' m n o t a nn o u n c i ng wi t h a
hundred p e r c e nt c e r t a i n t y wh e t h er I ' m g o i ng t o v o t e f o r i t n o t .
But i f I d o , o n ce ag a i n , I ' m go i ng t o t r y t o ex p l a i n t he r ea so n
f or t h a t . An d i t ' s p a r t o f my e f f o r t , I gu e s s , t o ke ep m y f o cu s
on t h e hor i zo n a n d no t n e c e ssa r i l y t he i m mediat e a r e a r i g h t i n
f ron t o f me . We ' v e no t h a d a n y s i g n i f i ca n t t ax r e f o r m
restructure i n this state since 1967. Now t h at's nearly 40
years. And I'm sorry if some people think that it's too soon to
d o t h a t , t ha t we s ho u l d s t i c k wi t h t h e t r ad i t i o n a l t ax o n t h e
same people on the same things that we' ve always taxed. But if
we' re ever going to restructure, if we don't do it somewhat at a
t ime l i k e t h i s , we n e v er wi l l . And we wo n ' t ge t i t a l l d o ne i n
this session, and I think we ought to follow up on it after this
session with a significant ta x res tructure e f fort t hat is
p ar t i c i p a t e d i n n o t o n l y b y a l l o f y o u b u t b y a n y o n e e l se t h a t ' s
interested outside of this body , because thi s state cannot
c ont i n u e t o e v e n p r ov i de t h e e s se n t i a l se r v i ce s . And , Sen a t o r
Fri e nd , I h a v e t o sa y t h a t a l o t o f t h e p r og r ams t ha t y o u ' r e
t a l k i n g ab o u t t h a t h av e b e c o me l av i s h sp en d i n g p r og r a ms , i f y o u
can f i nd t h o s e a nd t h ey do n ' t h u r t so me bo d y t h a t c an ' t h e l p
themselves, I' ll support them. I' ll support turning some of the
prisoners out of the corrections institute, and I' ve asked the
A ppropr i a t i o n s Commit te e an d I ' v e ask e d t he execu t i ve . . . ch i e f
executive, the Governor, why we can't look at things that
d ras t i c . I f y o u ca n s how m e t h i ng s t ha t do n ' t h u r t o l d p e op l e
o r k i ds o r peop l e t h a t be n e f i t f r om g e t t i n g a de c en t e d u c a t i o n
a nd t h e y ca n ' t n e ce s sa r i l y a f f o r d t o go t o som e wh er e o t h er t ha n
a s t a t e - s u ppor t e d scho o l , I ' l l suppo r t t ha t . We ' r e hav i n g
t roub l e f i n d i ng t ho se t h i n g s , a s I se e i t , a n d n o w i s t h e t i me
t o f i n d t h e m. Now i s t he t i me t o f i nd t he m a n d b r i n g a p a ck a g e
t o Select File to carve those out. Ther e is no better tim e .
And with respect to the situation with regard to reforming the
e ducat i o n a l f i n a n ce s y s t e m , i f t h e r e ' s a b e t t e r wa y t o d o i t I
d on' t t h i n k t h e r e ' s an y wa y . . . a ny o n e i n he r e , i n c l u d i ng m e, wh o
wouldn't want to do that. I feel like it's been a major success
that our state hasn't had our educational finance system s truck
d own l i ke s o man y s t a t e s f o r b e i n g u n f a i r t o k i d s . Wh e n t h i s
s ystem ha s d e v e l o p e d t h a t we ha v e , i t h a s a l wa y s t r i e d t o k ee p
i n m in d w e h a v e a r e as t h a t h av e v e r y l i t t l e p r o p e r t y be h i n d e ac h
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