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SENATOR CHAMBERS: I 'm going to read the language. ' Th i s
sect io n sha l l not pr eve n t a r et i r i ng j ud g e f r o m c o n t r a c t i n g t o
provide a larger percentage of benefit for a s urviving spouse
u nder o t h e r ap p l i c ab l e s t a t u t e s . ' An d I wou l d wa n t t o a d d
language of this kind...I won't do it here, but i t 's wha t I 'm
looking at, and I would also like to look at something relative
to the issue I'm going to ra ise...provided that t he retiring
judge does not have criminal charges or ethical charges pending
agains t su ch j u dg e a t t h e t i me o f r e t i r em e n t . Ri g h t n ow , t h e r e
i s no pena l t y aga i n st t hese scou n d r e l s , and t he y r e t i r e as
though they' re in as good standing as judges who h ave s erved
honorably. A nd I th ink , rather than ha ve th e m run to a
retirement when they have charges pending, and they' re not
p enal i ze d , a l l o ws t h em t o b e a t t h e v e r y sy s t em t h a t t he y o f t e n
will tell an accused person, who may have been convicted at this
p oint, nobody beats the system, you did the crime, you do t h e
time. And it may not be lockup time. So here's the question
t hat I ' m g o i n g t o a s k y o u , b e c ause I ' m no t go i n g t o o f f er t he
amendment a t th is poi nt. Do y o u think a judge with criminal
charges pending, or one who has b een convicted an d wa nt s to
r et i r e sh ou l d b e a l l owe d t o d o so an d g e t t h e f u l l b e ne f i t s o f
that retirement?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: N ot wi t ho u t t he r e so l u t i on o f t h e c r i mi n a l
p rosecut i o n .

SENATOR CHANBERS: And suppose he is convicted? Or would you
rather say that no judge shall be allowed to retire while such
c harges ar e p e n d i n g ?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: To av oid any miscarriage, off the top of my
h ead, s u bj e c t t o t h i n k i n g i t t h r ou g h . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Ye s .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: . ..and modifying it, it s eems to me it ' s
f a i r e r a n d mo r e e v e nh a n d e d i f we r eq u i r e t h a t t h e i nd i v i d u a l
meet their obligation a s a citizen to sta n d trial a nd be
convicted or acquitted, and then deal with the issue.

SENATOR CHANBERS: And also, if there are formal ethics charges
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