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there's a very punitive discount that is charged for every year
p rio r t o age 6 5, su c h t h a t no j ud g e , a s a pr ac t i c a l m a t te r , can
consider it , because t hey actually l os e part o f the ir
contribution. It's simply not economically viable. So I think,
theoretically, early retirements for those who opt to take them
are in the interest of justice, because people w ho are t ired,
fatigued, exhausted, or othe rwise have lost interest ought to
l eave t h e b e n c h . An d t h i r d , b e c au se t h e r e i s so me a c t i v e
interest among t he judiciary i n the avai lability of early
retirement. I' ve tried to be as responsive as I can 'e.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Ok ay. In your amendment, there is that piece,
there is the piece with respect to spouses.

SENATOR BRASHEAR : Ye s .

SENATOR BEUTLER: I s t h e r e a n a d d i t i o n a l p i e ce no w? I ' m .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: No . Those are the only two. A nd the spousal
benefit is deferred until 2005. And that was a resu lt of
i n t e ns e n e g o t i a t i on wi t h r e g a r d t o p r o v i d i n g i mm e d i a t e i n c r e a s e d
contribution, but deferral of benefit.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay . A n d over and above what Senator Stuhr
has provided, in terms of dollar increases to t he court f ees ,
how much does your amendment increase it, increase. . .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Ny increase takes it from $1 to $5. S enator
Stuhr was proposing $1 to $4, I believe.

SENATOR BEUTLER: So your amendment is adding one more dollar?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: One more dollar, yes.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay, and that one more d o llar is go in g to
w hat pu rpose t h e n ?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: W e ll, all of the court fees, at least in our
d ialogue and discussions, we have considered all of the cour t
fees to be ra ising $1.6 mi l l i o n, wh i ch , quo t e , o ver f u n ds o r
exceeds th e wo rs t e st i m at e t h a t w e ' ve b een g i v e n w i t h r eg a r d t o
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