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t hi s c ompl i c a t i o n . We b o t h h a d s ome f e e l i n g s a b ou t j u r i sd i c t i on
of our committees with regard to these bills. But in the best
spir i t of t he bod y , t h a t h a s a l l bee n r es o l v ed. And I t hank
Senator Stuhr for that, and would urge your adoption of this
amendment, and your a dvancement of Senator Stuhr's bill. Thank
you.

SPEAKER BRONM: T h ank you, Senator Brashear. Senator Brashear,
your light is next. Waives off. S enator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Nr . President, members, I am going to support
this amendment of Senator Brashear's. There are several factors
going i n t o t hi s b i l l . And w e' ve ha d l o t s o f di scu s s i o n , as you
c an i ma g i n e . Th e b o t t om l i n e i s , I wa n t t o i n f o r m t h e b o d y i f
you don't already...because of the lack of p e rformance i n the
stock market the last few years, or the last couple of years, we
w il l be f a c i ng Ge ne r a l Fu n d o b l i g a t i o n s ne x t y e a r wh e n w e c o m e
back t o f und var i ous r e t i r em en t f und s . And t he j udges
r e t i r e m en t f u n d wi l l b e n o e x c ep t i on . An d so I b r i ng t h a t t o
your attention b ecause I con s ider th i s amendment a bette r
s i t u a t i o n t h a n we wou l d h av e b e e n wi t h o u t t h e cou r t f e e
increases and so forth such as that. There are some addi tions
in this that...in retirement benefits. But there are also some
benefits to this body and to our General Fund that we will not
h ave t o f und at l eas t t hi s yea r . But i t does n o t p ut o f f wha t
will happen next year in terms of General Fund. An d I. ..as a
form of a deficit, we will see that fund the retirement funds.
But it will also be true in other funds, potentially, if the
stock market continues to be lethargic at best. And that is
simply a fact o f li fe. And I rise to supp ort thi s
committee...this amendment, because it puts u s i n a better
situation with the amendment than if we did not do it. The
o ther y e a r . . . t he o t h e r t hi ng t h a t I wan t e d t o e mphas i ze , i t ' s m y
understanding there will be no judge increase in salaries for
t he judges this year or in this next biennium. They will be
t aking t he se i n t he f orm of t he r et i r em ent f u n ds , i n s t e a d o f
taking a salary increase like all other state employees have
had. So there are som e trade-offs in here that I think are
realistic, in terms of the political process. And I think t h at
it behooves us to support this amendment. It gets us in a...as
I said, in a better condition than we are without it. It raises
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