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living close to South Dakota, that these last several years we
have. ..we' re losing m ore a nd mo r e of that 42 percent who are
paying most of the taxes to South Dakota, to the Dakota dunes.
A lo t o f t he pe o p l e a r e mov in g o ve r t he r e a n d many o f t h e m s t i l l
have their businesses in my...in our town. But they' re moving
over there because of the...there's no income tax. I kn ow w e
can never reach that in Nebraska. A s they call Nebraska the
good l i f e , w el l , i t i s t he go o d l i f e , but we have t o keep i t
a f f o r d a b l e . We h a v e t o h av e s om e t h i n g h e r e t o a t t r a c t p e op l e t o
come here. If we keep playing with our taxes, well, they' re
certa i n l y n o t goi n g t o , t he y ' r e n o t goi n g t o co m e he r e , and a
l o t o f t h e m t h a t a r e h e r e a r e no t g o i ng t o s t a y . And t h e n a l o t
of people t hat are de finitely for higher income taxes rather
than other taxes are people who accumulate wealth over their
l i f e t i m e. Th ey a c cum u l a t e w ea l t h b u t t he y d o n o t a ct u a l l y p a y
a s much i n t h e f o r m o f i n c o m e t a x o n t he way t o a c cumu l a t i on .
The rest of us, in our working careers we do pay taxes as we go
along and hope at the end of our careers we have a little wealth
t o live on for the rest of our time here o n thi s, God 's goo d
green earth. But . ..so it depends on where you' re at whether
you' re for a bill or against a bill. I know we have a... I know,
because I serve on Appropriations, I know the situation we' re
i n , but I t hi nk what we ' r e t r y i ng t o do wi t h br o a d en ing t h e
sales tax base, that we should stick to that and if we h ave to
broaden it a little further or whatever, because I think that is
a much more fairer way to go. Because I don't think we need to
drive more people out of our state. A nother thing I do agree
with , wh at Sena t o r R a i k e s s a i d . I t h i nk we s h o u l d h a ve , i f we
do anything like this, we should come up with a deduction, even
if we don' t, for long-term care insurance. I used to sell that
and the thing is it's such an investment for the states. In
fact, I back it at ALEC. We' ve been talking to the people in
t he Bush A d mi n i s t r a t i o n a bo u t t h e i r t h i n k i n g ab o ut t h a t , ma k i n g
t ax b r eaks on a n a t i o n a l l ev e l f or l ong - t e r m c a r e b e c ause peop l e
are l i v i ng l ong e r an d l on g er a n d l o n g er a n d t h at ' s wh a t ' s eat i ng
u p ou r budg e t , nu r s i ng h ome ca re . So I t h i nk i t ' s a wi n -w i n
s i t u a t i on ov e r a p e r i o d o f t i me . Bu t I d on ' t t h i n k we h av e t i me
t o do that during the session. We' ve got four days left to g e t
a budget passed. So, like I say, I don't know how many people
we want t o d r i ve o u t o f o u r s t a t e . I d o n ' t t h i nk we c an a f f o r d
t o d r i v e more p e opl e ou t of o ur s t a t e , a n d I don ' t t h i nk t h i s i s

6116


