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living close to South Dakota, that these last several years we
have...we're losing more and more of that 42 percent who are
paying most of the taxes to South Dakota, to the Dakota dunes.
A lot of the people are moving over there and many of them still
have their businesses in my...in our town. But they're moving
over there because of the...there's no income tax. I know we
can never reach that in Nebraska. As they call Nebraska the
good life, well, it is the good life, but we have to keep it
affordable. We have to have something here to attract people to
come here. If we keep playing with our taxes, well, they're
certainly not going to, they're not going to come here, and a
lot of them that are here are not going to stay. And then a lot
of people that are definitely for higher income taxes rather
than other taxes are people who accumulate wealth over their
lifetime. They accumulate wealth but they do not actually pay
as much in the form of income tax on the way to accumulation.
The rest of us, in our working careers we do pay taxes as we go
along and hope at the end of our careers we have a little wealth
to live on for the rest of our time here on this, God's good
green earth. But...so0 it depends on where you're at whether
you're for a bill or against a bill. I know we have a...I know,
because I serve on Appropriations, I know the situation we're
in, but I think what we're trying to do with broadening the
sales tax base, that we should stick to that and if we have to
broaden it a little further or whatever, because I think that is
a much more fairer way to go. Because I don't think we need to
drive more people out of our state. Another thing I do agree
with, what Senator Raikes said. I think we should have, if we
do anything like this, we should come up with a deduction, even
if we don't, for long-term care insurance. I used to sell that
and the thing is it's such an investment for the states. In
fact, I back it at ALEC. We've been talking to the people in
the Bush Administration about their thinking about that, making
tax breaks on a national level for long-term care because people
are living longer and longer and longer and that's what's eating
up our budget, nursing home care. So I think it's a win-win
situation over a pericd of time. But I don't think we have time
to do that during the session. We've got four days left to get
a budget passed. So, like 1 say, I don't know how many people
we want to drive out of our state. I don't think we can afford
to drive more people out of our state, and I don't think this is
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