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no, we don't need any new taxes. And as far as the ar gument
goes that, yes, people are going to transfer any cuts in state
aid to property tax, I don't buy that either, folks. These are
local boards elected by the local people, whether they' re school
boards, city boards, NR D boa rds a nd so on , that make that
decision whether to increase their property tax asking. They
don't necessarily have to do that. It's not a given. I think
that's demonstrated by what school districts did last year.
They had the option of go ing up, replacing their state aid.
Only half of them did that, so don' t, please, don't try and make
the argument to me that everything we cut is going to go right
on to property tax. It didn't last year. We have a perfect
example. Half the school districts made up their cut in state
aid wi t h i nc r ea s e d pr op e r t y t a x, ha l f o f t hem i s al l , so i t ' s
not an automatic given to me that they' re going to do that. And
the people out in my area are s aying we' re absolutely not. T h e
state is suffering. I t's time we cut some programs out in the
cities, the counties, the school districts and so on. The y' re
doing i t . Ac t ua l l y , mos t of my sch o o l di s t r i c t s ou t t her e I
think are budgeting for a worst case scenario, which would be
the Governor's 10 percent state aid cut . I have a couple
districts I know have done that in anticipation of the worst
case scenario. We ' re not going to g o there, but at least
they' re able to do these things. And I' ve had taxpayers from a
couple of those school districts say it's about time. S o I
don't buy this argument that everything we cut in s tate aid,
whether it's cities, counties, NRDs, school districts, is going
t o r i g h t s t r ai g h t on t he t ax r ol l s . I t ' s not goi ng t o do t hat .
I t di dn ' t l as t yea r ; i t won ' t do i t t hi s t i me . I t ' s n '. a goo d
argument. We have proof that it didn't happen. We also have a
statement that military, retired military, people are coming
i nto the state to retire in Nebraska. I dispute that. I hav e
two of them moved out of my area just because they...one of them
retired from North Carolina, happened to marry a Nebraska woman,
moved out here and found out, lo and behold,...

SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.

S ENATOR BAK E R : ...Nebraska is one of only seven states that
taxes military retirement income, on e o f sev en sta tes . It
didn' t t ake t hi s f el l ow l o n g t o g e t o u t of Nebr a s k a . He ' s not
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