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w orked so many years, those of us that have been here in t he
last five years or so , in trying to reduce that reliance on
p ropert y t a x , a n d n o w y ou ' re s l o w l y p u t t i ng i t bac k . And t ha t ' 8
one of my c o ncer ns . So I wi l l be sup p o r t i n g t he b i l l and hope
t hat y o u wi l l a l s o . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: T hank you, Senator Stuhr. Senator Baker, you
a re th e n ex t s p e ak e r .

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Madam President and m embers of the
body. I rise in opposition to this bill. I did not vote for it
coming out o f co mmi t t e e . Thi nk w e ' r e h e aded t h e w r ong d i r e c t i on
here. Question I ' d l i ke t o pose t o t he pe o p l e who qu ot e t h e
polls saying would you rather have a income tax or a sales tax
increase, I have a question I'd like to pose to them. Do you
want a tax increase? W as that in th at po ll to o? My
constituents, the taxpayers, are still winning here on the
e-mail. I haven't checked phone calls lately, but I have two,
s ince I spoke l as t , no m o r e f r o m t h e e d u c a t i o n e s t a b l i s h ment ,
but o n e o f t h em. . . t h e y ' r e b o t h i n t e r e s t i n g : Th an k y ou f o r y ou r
no vote re garding LB 379 coming out of committee. I simply do
not understand why anyone would want to increase taxes to 1996
levels again. Good point. We' re not going back to 1996 except
for tax levels. How was the stock market in ' 96 ? Wha t we r e
your real estate taxes in ' 96? P e o p l e h a d i nc ome t o p a y t a x e s
on in 1996. We weren't in the straits we are now. And to say ,
well , we ' r e j us t go i n g b a c k t o 19 9 6 , t h e o n ly t h i ng w e ' re g o i n g
b ack to 1996 on is the tax rates, period. What was t he state
funding of K-12 schools in 1996? It was 20 percent. W hat is it
now? Fo rty -two, 44 percent, so mewhere i n there. We ' ve
over . . . we ' ve i n c r e a sed i t by t w o, d o u b l e d i t . I ' d y i el d some
time to anybody who wants to raise their hand and say, yes, my
real estate tax has gone down every year since 1997. Anybody in
that situation? I don't see any takers. N ine hasn' t. I do n' t
think anybody el se's ha s e it her . What have we done? We ' ve
continued to increase s tate a id to scho ols w i t h va luation
increases. Even w ith a dollar levy limit, our taxes, our real
e stat e t a x h a s g on e u p . So I do n ' t h o l d mu ch . . . t h e r e ' s n o t mu c h
strength to me in the numbers of people say, well, they'd prefer
a sales tax o r inc ome tax or whate ver. Wha t 's the main
question? Would you prefer tax or not? My people are saying,
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