
TRANSCR I PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 3 7 9May 6 , 20 0 3

and the roof is caving in and here we are. So I'd j us t rem ind
y ou t h a t i t wou l d a pp e a r t h e o u t . . . t h e p u b l i c s ay s ke e p
stability, keep the tax rates where they a r e, the sale s ax
rate. And if you generate too much money, you hold on to it and
you j u st keep sp e n d in g o n a r ea s onabl y l ev e l kee l . That ' s t he
i deal . I t ' l l n e v e r ha p p e n w i t h a b o d y o f 4 9 , i n t h i s c a se , o r
even i n a l a r g e r b o dy o f 30 0 o r 20 0 , wh a t e v e r o t h e r se n a t e s an d
houses are. But that's the facts of life.

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN : An d we c an l ame n t a l l we wa n t , b u t t h a t ' s
going t o be t he d i l em na . W e ' r e g o i n g t o ha v e t h e c y c le s . And
t his body, as a Legislature, will reflect tha t spending an d
revenue ups a nd downs. And so I just use that as an aside on
t h i s . I t h i nk i t wou l d b e i mpo r t a nt t o b u i l d a l i t t l e r e s e r v e
in the future, whatever rate it may be. But at this point, I'm
going to simply support it because it wa s sta ted, I gue s s I
could me n t i o n t h e n ame , I r em e mber a v i v i d se na t o r say i ng , l e t ' s
cut tax rates when it's good, and we will increase tax rates
when i t ' s b a d . We l l , i t ' s ve r y di f f i cu l t , ve r y di f f i cu l t , ve r y
difficult to increase tax rates when it's bad. T his is the kind
of reflection we' re seeing here. It 's just about impossible to
do. And so just a, I guess, a ph ilosophical approach tod ay.
T hank y o u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator Raikes.

SENATOR RA IK ES: Thank you , Mr . Speaker, me mbers o f the
Legislature. Senator Hartnett's bill takes the income tax r a te
back to the 1996 level. We are not in new ground. T his is back
to a leve l th at we had in place as recently as 1996. I voted
for this out of committee. I have to adm it I temporarily
wavered, but I' ve regained my grip on reality and I am going to
strongly support this...advancement of this bill. I think the
points have been made. We need to keep it on the table. This
is a tool that we need to use, we need to have at ou r d isposal
to address th e ser ious b u dget pr oblem we still face And ,
a gain , t h e p o i n t s h av e b e e n m a de , b ut e d u c a t i o n i s l i ke l y t o b e
o n t h e l i n e , o n e w a y o r a n o t he r , i f we d on ' t h a v e t h e r e v e n u e s .
I f we h av e t o mak e a d d i t i o n a l cu t s , t h a t ' s g o i n g t o b e
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