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SENATOR JEN S EN: Thank you , N r . Speaker, members o f the
Legislature. Friday was a recess day and so, yes, I went to my
coffee s hop where I g et t he pu l s e o f t he co mmuni ty . And w h i l e I
was there, tw o o f my as sociates, friends anyway, one who wa8
returning back from Florida where now that is his r esidence o f
choice, and he makes sure that he does not spend six months and
a day in Nebraska. Wh y? Becau se of income tax. I have at
least six individuals that I could name who have moved out of
the state of Nebraska because of income tax, and if we increase
t h is , I j us t l ook f or t hat t o i nc r e a s e d r amat i c a l l y . Then w h a t
happens? T h os e t h a t a r e l ef t cont i n u e t o p a y a n d w i l l pay at an
increasing amount. You know, it's interesting to look at state8
where they' ve had a great deal of growth, and those are state8
who have either a low or no income tax: South Dakota, Texas,
Florida, Las Vegas or, excuse me, not Las Vegas, Nevada. And
there are a nu mber of friends that I have that have chosen to
move in those areas. I think that this would be the worst thing
that we could do. We ' re con stantly t r ying to attract new
bu8inesses to th i s state. There are various things that they
l ook a t , b u t o n e o f t he t hi n g s t h a t t he y l o o k a t , par t i cu l ar l y ,
i s t he i nco m e t a x s t r uc t u r e . Sal es t ax I t h i nk i s a mo r e f a i r
t ax . Pr op e r t y t a x, o f cour s e , w e a l l do n ot l i ke t ha t . By t he
way, t ha t ' s a t ax t hat ' s ded u c t i b l e al s o . But i nco me t a x i 8
absolutely the wrong way to go and I think that we' re...we would
be penalizing ourselves if we impose this tax. And I will
certainly b e voting red on t his amendment. Tha nk y ou,
Nr. P re s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Jensen. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS : Th i s l as t . . . s om e o f t h e Re v e n u e s t a f f p u t t h e
taxes and spending in Nebraska on line for us all. There's a
l ot o f da t a t her e . Un f or t u n a t e l y , wi t h t axe s , i t ' s ha r d t o get
current data, and the last data that we had was data from 1999.
However, the income tax rankings in that year had Nebraska 2 8 th
in per capita taxes. As a percent of personal income, we were
33rd . Th a t ' s d ow n f r o m t h e t op , so t h a t ' s i n t h e s ec o n d ha l f ,
i f y o u wi l l . Ou r r a t e f o r $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 o f AGI f o r f ami l y o f f o u r
i n 2 00 1 i n O m a ha , N e b r a s k a , w a s 3 0 t h . Th e y t o ok t h e l a r g e s t
city in the sta t e and they measured that one. A nd for our
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