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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . President, members of the Legislature, I
a gree w i t h wh a t Se n a t o r Ha r t n e t t sa i d . I d i dn ' t t h i nk we s ho u l d
have lowered the income tax when we did. Many of our decisions
are political. It was felt by Governor Johanns at one point
t hat t he s t at e w a s r ol l i ng i n so m uc h d ough t h a t t h e y o u gh t t o
give money back to the taxpayers, enough to go get a dinner at
Dundee Dell in Omaha or the Pantry in Lincoln and the Dairy
Queen in Wahoo. I'm trying to remember as many as I can. My
feel i n g . . . ( l au gh ) I get out eno u gh . (Lau g h t e r ) When t ha t money
was being g i v e n b a ck , I t hou gh t i t wou l d b e b e s t t o ho l d i t so
t hat , wh en we d i d m ake us e o f i t , i t cou l d go t ow ar d s ometh i ng
in a way t h a t w o u l d s h ow a r e s u l t . Bu t t o f r i t t e r i t awa y fo r a
political purpose was not wise. The Legislature did not stand
against that. So we send in haste, now we repent in leisure, at
leisure. These other bills have gone across to be a part of the
later discussion t o pro vide ma ximum flexibility. Th is bill
should receive the same treatment. I did not discuss much the
other b i l l . I do f eel st r ong l y a b ou t t he i nc ome t ax . I t i s
n ever a p l e a s ur e t o r ai se t axes , bu t cons i der i n g eve r y t h i n g
that's on the tab le, the realities that we face, we should be
a ble t o e n a c t Se n a t o r Ha r t n e t t ' s b i l l i n t o l aw wi t h a so ng i n
our hearts and a smile on our faces. I'm going to see how the
body deals with Senator Hartnett's bill, and I'm going to see if
those who spoke long and well about retaining ma ximum
flexibility really feel that way or if that was just a trick to
sucker people such as myself, who can sometimes be a pushover.
There i s a b i l l f ol l owi ng t hi s on e. I f t hi s one do e s n ' t go
a cross t h e b o ar d t o b e a pa r t of t he f l ex i b i l i t y t hat ever yb o dy
h as t a l k e d a b out , I don ' t bel i e v e t h e o n e t h a t f o l l ow s i t sho u ld
go across the board. And that's where they will be talking
a bout repair services and so forth. Now that may not be t oo
important since that other bill just before this one went
across. As peop le were calculating, it might bring in
$350 million if everything goes as planned and desired. So it
may be felt that Senator Hartnett's bill is not needed. Some
amendments were not adopted to that other bill because everybody
wanted maximum f l e x i b i l i t y , eve n t h o ugh some o f i t was r ed u ndant
when you consider what's in Senator Brashear's bill. I' ve tried
to be collegial today, I r eally have, but if this bill is
dropped out o f t he e q u a t i o n , col l eg i al i t y on m y par t goes out
t he w in d ow . I ' m not goi ng t o have m uch t o s a y o n he b i l l
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