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important that we are forced to come back and look at the total
package and see what kind of structure we need in this state so
that we have a potential for growth. I 'm one who happens to
agree with Senator Brashear that the growth of our economy is in
the service ind ustry. If you look at the GDP, you will see
that's where the growth of our economy is. So if we really want
to structure ourselves to move along in our ta x rec eipts w i th
the growth of our e conomy, this old scheme is not where we
rea l l y wan t t o b e , b u t I t h i nk t he r e ' s ge ne r a l a g r ee m e nt t h a t ' s
where we' re going to go right now to solve the dilemma before
us. But I think it's important that we look at this c reatively
and that we put a deadline on ourselves to do so. Now we may
decide we' re going to just go on, but we' re going to have to
come back w it h so m e additional tax because this doesn't fill
$803 million. Now I also think it's very interesting b ecause
Senator Landis, of all the people in this body, is the author of
the temporary whatever. When he introduced the cigarette tax it
was let's try it; we' ll put a sunset on it and we' ll just try it
and s ee i f we d o n ' t g e t t he r e s u l t s i n re du c e d smo k i n g . An d
when he introduced LB 1085 last year it was, here's the sunsets;
let's just try these temporary taxes and se e if this doesn' t
solv e i t , an d t h e n we ' l l t ak e an o t he r l oo k . I t wa s t h e
sweetener to get everyone to buy in, but now that it's here,
w ell , we shou l dn ' t l ook at i t aga i n . I t h i nk i t ' s al wa y s g o o d
to look at it again. I don't think there's anything wrong with
looking at it again. I don't think there's anything wrong with
confirming an action that you' ve taken before and saying that
was t h e r i g h t a c t i o n , b u t I l i ke t he i d e a o f l o ok i ng a t i t
carefully to affirm it or to change directions. I think it' s
good for a future Legislature to look at it. We don't have to
do the work for them. We need to do the work for us today and
let them take up their task when they face it. So I think it' s
really interesting. Man y , many times this has been the
sweetener. Who knows? Maybe that's the sweetener you need to
get the Governor's signature on this bill. D o y o u k now? I
don't know. Anyway, it's a choice. You can leave yourself
f lex i b i l i t y , you can l eave you r se l f t hat oppor t uni t y t o
reexamine our structure, or you can lock yourself in and see if
you can get somebody to move off of dead center, because it' s
awful l y har d , i t ' s awf u l l y har d . Once t h i n g s a r e s e t i n p l ace ,
i t ' s j u s t t oo e a sy , i t ' s t oo co mf o r t ab l e t o k e ep g o i ng d o w n t ha t
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