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phenomena of the last two years, which is an historic first in
t erms o f i t s dep t h a n d l en g t h , d o e s no t e n a b l e u s t o ke e p t h a t
reduced income tax and stay on track with property tax reform.
But I hope the Legislature still has, as its primary objective,
control of property taxes, and if that is your primary objective
s t i l l t h e n I t h i nk i t b e ho o v e s u s n o t t o ad o p t t h i s a me nd m en t
and to continue the income tax. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Janssen.

SENATOR JANSSEN: T ha nk you, Senator Cudaback. Members of the
Legislature, I, too, was here when we lowered the income tax. I
remember t h a t v e r y we l l , a n d i t wa s t he r i g h t t h i ng t o d o a t
tha t t i me . The f i r s t ame nd m en t t h a t ye a r wa s t o l o we r t h e
income tax to the rate that we were here a year ago, and I felt
as though a t t h a t t i m e n o t on l y sh o u l d t h e i nc ome ta x b e l o w e r ed
but I, you know, what about the general public who pays sales
tax every d ay ? I f el t as t hough t hey shoul d have some
consideration a lso, so I introduced that amendment to lower the
sales t a x . Th a t l a s t e d fo r abo u t a ye a r , a n d t h e n i t wa s . . . t ha t
portion was brought back for a specific reason. But I can
understand now, you know, it was so much easier then to lower
that and as always. A nd, you know, when I w ent back to my
constituents that year after the session was over, very little
was sa i d a b o u t t he f a c t t h a t we h ad lo we r e d t h e i n co m e t ax an d
the sales tax , bu t, bo y, we sure heard it last year when we
b rough t pa r t o f t h a t b a c k i n L B 10 8 5 . So t ha t ' s wh a t we ' v e
a l l . . .we a l l h av e t o f ac e . An d wi t h t h e t wo p r op o s a l s t h a t we
have befor e u s , y o u k n ow, i t k i nd o f r em i n d s me o f a ci .up l e o f
tra in s go i ng d own a s e t o f tr ack s an d t he y ' re bo t h go i n g t o t he
same dest i n a t i o n . The y ' r e b o t h c a r r y i n g t h e s a me pay l o a d , but
if something would happen along the way, one of those would hit
a loose t i e or som e th i n g a nd d e r a i l , you ' d st i l l have t he ot he r
t rai n goi ng t o t he sa me des t i n a t i o n . So I am co mf o r t a b l e w i t h
moving t h ese t w o p r o p osal s a h ead . I ' m con f i de n t t h at t hi s i s
going to be a proposal that when you go home people are going to
say, I knew that you'd do that; you should have cut more. You
know, we spent a couple of days making cuts, and some of them
were pretty darn painful to a lot of agencies. We' ve got our
property tax payers out there that, if w e do much more
derailing, you und erstand what's go ing to happen there. Yo u
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