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as we look forward now, we need to keep in place. There is, as
she mentioned I think, always the concern that if you raise a
tax then the Legislature will never reconsider it or never, at a
later time, decide to undo th e inc rease, an d th at ce r tainly
isn't borne out by experience. I was here in 1997, when the
i ncome tax r a t e wa s l o w er ed . W e al so l ow e re d a t t hat t i me t he
sales tax rate. I thin k t here is plenty of energy to move
toward lower rates, as Senator Landis says, when it is clearly
indicated that it can be done in a fiscally prudent manner. So
with that, I will simply suggest...the other point I' ll make
q uickl y i s t hat I t hi nk i f you l ook at t he sp e n d i n g p r o p osa l s
and the projections we now have, it makes sense to me t hat the
Legislature that deals with the spending issues at the time,
much as we' re de a l i n g w i t h t he o n e s we h av e r i g h t no w , o u gh t t o
be a b l e t o t ake c r e d i t f or , i f you wi l l , r edu c i n g t a x r a t es i f ,
i n f a c t , t he y c a n d ea l w i t h t he sp e n d i n g i ss u e s t h a t t h ey f ace .
I think t hat spending increases are a definite focus, not only
o f t h e p ub l i c b u t o f t h e Le g i s l a t u r e . I t h i nk t h e r e a r e a
strong force to keep the Legislature responsible so I'm not
worried about that. I think that the responsible thing to do at
this point is to continue the revenue increase that is p roposed
here f or t he i ndef i ni t e f ut ur e and t hen cer t ai n l y ke e p t he
optio n op e n of l owe r i ng i t whene v e r t hat beco me s a r eal
possib i l i t y . Than k y o u , Mr . P res i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Raikes. Senator Beutler,
on AM1739.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, I would also like to oppose
t he a mendment . Senat o r R a i k e s ha s g one o ve r t h e f a ct t hat t he
out years of the biennium indicate an $800 million plus problem,
and Senator Red f i e l d h a s b r o u gh t t h a t t o our at t ent i on al s o . So
we know we have a four-year problem. We don 't just have a
t wo-year p r o b l em . B ut t he po i n t I want e d t o e mphas ize i s w h a t I
t hink hap p ened when we r e duced t h e ' ncome t a x i n 19 9 6 . A t t h a t
p art i c u l a r p o i n t i n t i m e, t he m a i n a g e nda o f t he L e g is l a t u r e w a s
t o l o wer p r o p e r t y t ax e s , t o p ut l evy l i mi t s on a l l t he po l i t i cal
subdivisions, and to do a variety of things that started to get
a handle on and control property taxes. T hat was our main
a genda and we t h ought we c o u l d d o t h a t a n d c u t t he i nc ome ta x a t
t he s ame t i m e , bu t we we r e wr on g . As i t t u r n e d o u t , t h i s

6083


