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smaller schools, who, by the w ay, have provided a quality
education for our kids that is not equaled by anybody. And you
know, it d is turbs me, bec ause th ose are schools that I
represent, by and lar ge, in my d istrict; schools that have
provided a quality education, that are finding themselves now on
t he f i r i ng l i ne a s t o whe t h er t he y ca n c on t i nu e t o o p e r a t e u n de r
our p r e s e n t sy st e m. I kn o w so m e o f y o u wi l l sa y , we l l , i f t he y
can't raise their own money then that's their problem, but it' s
not their problem. They' ve been pushed into this s it uation b y
rules, by mandates that have been handed down to them that many
of them would probably not be doing if they weren't required to
d o i t , an d t h a t ' s u n f o r t u na t e . Bu t wh a t we ne e d t o t a l k a b ou t
is, how can we provide the quality education for the y ouths o f
this state tha t they' re entitled to, th at I th ink they' re
entitled to, and I think most of us here b e lieve t hat they' re
entitled to ? Bu t s ome of them are not going to be able to get
it, and that bothers me tremendously. Now , we' ll get back to
the discussion about the cuts. I 'm sure we could cut our way
out of this, and that would be fine. But when we do that, we' re
going to find that not o nly are the K -12 sys tems going to
suffer, but many other institutions that we have been supporting
and providing f unding fo r ov e r the years are going to suffer
also. So what I'm looking at, from m y little corner o f the
world, is how we can get through this situation. And I see the
bill that Senator.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR VRT I S K A : .Landis has brought forward as on e way to
get at least dow n the road on this whole issue. And at this
poin t , u n t i l . . . a nd I d o wi s h . . .I do think w e sho uld ke e p our
options open . I think we need to de termine in the final
a naly s i s . . .and we only got about, after t oday, ab out 15 days
left to do that, but we need to figure out. . to u n d e r s t a n d w h i ch
is the be st direction to go with this whole process to provide
the k i n d o f f u n d s t h a t t h i s s t a t e n ee d s t o c o n t i n u e t o o pe r a t e .
We need efficiency i n gov ernment, I' ve said it before, and I
th in k m an y o f ou r in s t i t u t i o n s a r e b e co mi n g mor e e f f i c i e n t ,
simply because of our insistence, and that's not bad. B ut we
s t i l l do n ' t ne e d t o . . . cont i n u a l l y , t o de c i ma t e some o f t h e
systems that have been as efficient as they can probably be and
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