
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 285May 6 , 2 0 0 3

s o. An d so I s ay t ha t . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Ti m e .

SPEAKER BROMM: T h a nk y ou .

SENATOR CUDA BACK : Thank you , Sen ator Br omm. (Visitors
i ntroduced.) Senator Vrtiska, on the Redfield amendment to t h e
committee amendments.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the body.
I wanted t o echo the wo rd s of Senator Bromm in saying that
whichever way w e go .. .I'm no t con cerned Se nator R e dfield's
amendment . I d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s n e ce ss a r y , bu t I g u e s s i f t h e
body thinks that's the way to go, that's okay with me. I say
that mainly because we have lowered taxes before when we had too
much m o n ey, a nd we ' l l do i t a ga i n . T he o n l y d i f f e r e n c e i s ,
somebody e l s e wi l l ge t t h e cr e d i t fo r lo we r i n g t a x e s a t a t i me
when i t may b e t o t h e i r ad v a n t a g e . So wha t we d o wi t h t h i s i s
n ot , wi t h m e, a b i g d e a l . Th e t h i n g t ha t I wa n t t o t a l k mo r e
about . . .a n d I ' v e l i s t e n ed v e r y i n t e n t l y t o t h e d i scu s s i o n t od a y ,
about cuts a nd about tax increases. My b i ggest problem, and
I' ve said it before, and I' ll say it again, I said I would never
suppor t a ny t a x in c r e a s e u n l e s s i t we n t t o K - 1 2 ed u c a t i o n ,
that's suffering d ramatically w ith the cuts that they' ve been
t ak i n g . I ' v e g o t sch o o l s i n my d i s t r i c t t h a t a r e g o i n g t o ha v e
t o c l o se b e ca u s e t he y j u s t c a n ' t ma i n t a i n i t a ny mo r e . Th e y a r e
r i f f i n g t e a c he r s r i gh t an d l e f t . Th e y ' r e n o t g o i n g t o b e ab l e
t o pr ov i d e t he qua l i t y educat i on t hat t he s t ud e n t s i n t ho s e
dis t r i c t s a r e ent i t l ed t o . And t he r e ' s no way we can . . . t hat
t hey c an r ai se t he i r l oca l t axes t o t he de g r e e t h a t t h e y c a n
p ick u p t h e l o s se s t h a t t h ey ' v e h ad f r om t he s t a t e a i d . No w,
Senator Maxwell has brought up all kinds of ideas on how we
could c h a ng e o u r t a x sy s t em . Mo st o f wha t I ' v e se e n h e ' s co me
b ack. . . c ome u p w i t h w o u l d b e d e tr i m e n ta l t o t he r ur a l sec t o r of
Nebraska . I ca n a l mo s t a s su r e yo u o f t ha t . Bu t I do t h i n k t h a t
all of us agree that maybe we need to go a new direction with
our taxing situation in Nebraska. I don't have the answers. I
wished I d i d . Bu t I do k n ow t h a t . . . I ha v e t o r e i t e r a t e t h a t
many of the schools in Nebraska are being decimated by what
w e' ve done insofar as the cuts we' ve made, and it's been to t h e
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