
TRANSCRI PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 28 3May 6 , 2 0 0 3

fact is we haven't raised any taxes since that year except for
what we did last year in LB 1085. So I didn't support the bill
coming out of comni t t ee . I am go i ng t o s uppor t Sena t o r
Cunningham's motion simply so that we can reduce the impact that
this is going to have on the consumer of these products. And I
don't know what Senator Chambers is going to do, but that's all
right. I th ink that we, as part of the process, there's give
and take, there's negotiations between various interest g roups
and l eg i s l a t or s , and I t h i nk t h a t t h i s wa s a r e a sonab l e
compromise, the comnittee amendment, and I intend to supp ort
t hem. Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th ank you, Senator Bourne. Se nator Landis.

S ENATOR LANDI S : Q uest i o n .

SENATOR CUDABACK: The question has been called. Do I see five
hands? I do se e f i v e han d s . The mo t i o n be f or e us i s t o ce a se
debate on th e reconsider m o t ion o f the Revenue Com mittee
a mendments t o L B 2 8 3 . Al l i n f a vo r o f t he mot i on t o c e a se
debate vote aye, opposed nay. Re cord please, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 4 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDA B A CK : Debate does cea se. The mo ti o n was
successful. Senator Cunningham, you' re recognized to c l ose on
your motion .

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Well, thank you , Sena tor Cudaback and
members. I ' m no t g o i n g t o ta k e muc h t i me he r e . I woul d j u st
tell you th a t we ' ve heard that we are very undertaxed for the
alcohol t a x no w , bu t I wi l l t e l l you r i g h t n ow, wi t h no t a x
increase, we' re the hig hest o f any stat e around, the way I
understand it, except for one. T hat's with no tax increase. S o
this is a substantial tax increase at 25 percent, approximately,
so I t h i n k t h a t i t ' s mo re th a n f a i r . But I woul d al s o t e l l you
that in ...this is a compromise for me because I didn't want to
vote f o r a ny t ax . But I wou l d t e l l y ou , wh e t h e r th a t b u s i n e s s
sells alcohol or what they sell, I'm going to stand up for those
businesses on the border because they pay property taxes also.
They pay i nc ome t a x e s , and we sh ou l d n ' t be t r y i ng t o dr i v e t he i r
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