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you don't put any money into it, you have problems and you
creat e a d an g e r o u s s i t ua t i o n f o r t h e p e op l e w ho l i ve t h e r e . An d
we' re l ook i n g a t , by M a y 1 5 , g e t t i ng t h i s co r r ec t e d or s pe n d i n g
another $4 million...losing $4 million in federal funds­ - anoth e r
budget problem. We' ve got to start taking care o f the th i ngs
that are our r esp o n s ib i l i t y , and on e o f t he t hi ng s w e c an d o t o
turn that ship is to have enough treatment money so we aren' t
spending the expensive back end dollars to lock people up.
T hank y o u .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k y o u , Sen a t o r Th om p s o n .
Wehrbein, on the Jensen amendment.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you, Mr. President, members. I'm going
to be somewhat brief. I reluctantly rise to oppose Senator
Jensen's amendment. I ce r tainly agree with him , b ut in the
world of reality I can't support the earmark and the...actually,
the increase to the extent that it is on alcohol taxes. Believe
me, I want to, but i t's one of those areas where I think,
practically speaking, we can't always do what I'd like to d o.
And the earmarking p art of it i s bothersome too, because if
we' re g o i n g t o d o i t we re a l l y ne e d i t i n t h e Ge n e r a l Fu nd f o r
other uses . And the rea son is, in LB 46, Senator Brashear's
b ill, there's quite a large amount of m oney, $2 .6 million t h e
f i r s t yea r , $4.5 mi l l i on t he se co n d yea r , t ha t i s t her e
for...that is uncomnitted, and a lot of that in probation will
go...will be able to go for that reason. So I just want to say
that even though my gut instinct would l'ke to support it, I
can't at this point because of the area we' re at in our budget.
There's many other issues we' re going to have to work through,
apparently, as it's going, and I can't let an earmark go at this
p oin t wi t h t h i s k i nd o f mo n ey . Hav i n g s a i d t ha t , t her e ' s on e
other ar ea I wa n t t o t a l k ab o u t a n d t ha t ' s t h e cu t s , b e c au s e
some h av e br ou gh t i n t he b u d ge t a n d t h e l a c k o f cu t s t her e f o r .
I just wanted to say, to give a pe rspective, the Governor' s
budget of the University of Nebraska is 10 percent. It's about
$82 mi l l i o n . That $82 mi l l i on , i f you want t o cut t he
university, that $82 million cut will take all of UNO and all of
UNK. Th a t ad d s u p t o $8 3 mi l l i o n . UNO, U N K a d d e d u p t og e t he r
is $83 million. That's the equivalent of the 10 percent cut the
Governor is proposing for the University of Nebraska. So I
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