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session. Ve r y q u i c k l y , we ' re g o ing t o h ave t o get mov i n g and
s tar t ma k i n g s o me d e c i s i o n s a b ou t m a t t e r s i nv o l v i n g r ev e n ue . I
was astounded when I h e ard members of t h i s Legi s l a t u r e on t he
floor say we hadn't talked about cuts. I don't know where they
w ere when LB 407 was introduced. M ay be they di dn't r ead it .
But we have spent three and a half months in the Appropriations
Committee g o i n g t hr o ug h a l l of t he se ma t t e r s a nd t r y i ng t o
determine what the needs are of the state and keep our programs
v iable and still make appropriate cuts. So we did this i n
LB 407. A s S e nator Wehrbein has said, we weren't given a whole
l ot o f h e l p o n t h i s f l o o r i f so mebody had a c oncern about t hes e
proposals. A nd what I 'm concerned about is I see constantly
l et t e r s t o t he ed i t o r s ay i n g c u t t ha t wa s t e f u l s pe n d i ng . I he a r
it on the floor at the same time. Nobody tells us what it is .
W here i s t h a t s p e nding t ha t t h e y d on' t w a nt ? O n e o f t h e t h i n g s
that we have to consider is the fact that we do have a committee
s tructure in this Legislature. I respect the work of t h e
Revenue C o mmit t e e. I t hi nk t ha t t he y ha v e t he op p o r t u n i t y t o
hear the good and the bad s ide of d oing certain acts in
connection with revenue, and I respect that. I respect the
Educat io n Ccxranittee g o i n g t hr ou g h t he ma t t e r s a f f e c t i ng t he
education process to know that they are going to view the needs
of t h e s t a t e e duc a t i on a l l y and , ye t , mak e i t some t h i n g t ha t we
c an a l l wor k wi t h . Now, I t hi nk i t ' s i mpor t a n t t ha t we s t a r t
focusing on the fact that we are meeting today to start talking
about a revenue package. We' re talking about a revenue package
to bring the necessary revenue to operate the state, and I think
i t ' s a l l done a n d I t hi nk w e ha v e t o s t a r t br i ngi n g i t t oge t he r
because we are getting very short on this time. I know a number
of p eo p le wh o ar e speak i n g t he i r hea r t when t h e y s ay t h a t
they' re very much in favor of earmarking funds to meet a
worthwhile object, and I do understand that. But on the other
hand, I don ' t t hi nk t ha t ' s t he a pp r o p r i a t e w a y t o be doi n g t h i s .
I think that we should be putting it into the General Fu nds of
the s ta te and we shou l d b e d e t e rmining how to a l l o c at e t h o se
monies i n or d e r t o m e e t t he nee d s . And I ju s t t h i nk t ha t we
can't do th i s pie cemeal. I rem ember when I was first on the
Appropriations Coaanittee, I think it was the first session, and
we brought a budget forth like LB 407, and we thought we had
made substa n t i a l cu t s . Wel l , t hen s om eone g ot u p t o t a l k about
a needy subject, like disabilities or people who are in need of
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