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some discussion with Senator Jensen and I have som e pro blems
with it, but the reasons for supporting the increase in general
are very obvious, I think, to all of us. I think here 's an
industry that's b een get ting a free ride for the last several
y ears when you start comparing it, as Senator Jensen d id, w it h
cigarettes, o r you might recall that we had a proposal here to
tax pop and that the cost or the tax on a can of pop wa s goi ng
to be three or four times what it is on a can of beer. Somehow
or other, that doesn't make sense to me. The oth er que stion,
however, and it was raised by Senator Landis, is this, and that
is the so-called border bleed where people will g o acr oss the
border to pu r chase these things. We ' ve talked about that the
dif f e r e nc e i n m o ne y i sn ' t v e r y m u ch , b ut I t h i nk t he r e ' s one
other significant thing. In past discussion regarding whether
our people go out of state to gamble, it's 80 percent of the
people go to Iowa and another significant percentage to South
Dakota. If I remember the figures right that were passed around
here, those are the two states where, if our people are going to
l eave to buy their liquor, that the taxes are higher than wha t
they are in the state of Nebraska. So I would not anticipate
that we'd have the border bleed that we might o rdinarily w orry
about. What mostly concerned me here , however, was that I
r eal l y t hi nk t ha t m a y b e t h e be s t w a y i s t o put t hi s a l l i nt o t he
General Fund. Tha t 's where th e money is need ed. In the
Insurance Ccxranittee, year after year, we have not earmarked
t hings t h a t h ad t o be i n i nsu r a n c e p o l i c i e s . I t se ems t o me
we' re doing a l ittle bit of that same thing here. But I guess
if we' re going to earmark these funds with the Brashear study
and if we ' re going to implement this type of a program, and I
sincerely think we should, then maybe this is the place to put
some of th at money f or the tre atment of the alcoholics and
et cetera. So overall, I think I'm going to come d own on the
side of vot ing f or the Jensen amendment for those reasons.
T hank you .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Johnson. The issue before
t he body d i r e c t l y i s AM17 3 7 , o f f e r e d by Se na t o r J e nse n t o
LB 283. On with discussion. Senator Don Pederson.

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: Mr . President, members of the Legislature,
we' re on t h e seventy-fifth day of this session, of this 90-day
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