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on t ha t ? I t wou l d b e mo re th a n d o u b l e . We ar e n o t keep i n g u p
with i nf l at i on i n t erm s o f dol l a r s , b ut f a r m o r e i m p o r t a n t , i n
t hi s t i g h t bu d ge t y e a r , t hi s i s t he on l y w a y we ' re g o i n g t o get
treatment money, and comnunity corrections is also a part of
t ha t a n d i t ' s j u s t . . . i t a l l f i t s t o g e t h e r , t h i s i s t h e o n l y wa y
we' re going to get them funds...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR KRU S E : ...to save us future costs. So I urge a vote
f or i t on be h a l f o f f ut ur e b u d ge t c u t s . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Kruse. Senator Landis, on
t he J e n se n a mendment t o L B 28 3 .

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr . Speaker, members of th e Leg islature, t he
Jensen a mendment contain s about 8 0 pe r c en t o f
i ncrease...increases of about 80 percent in the taxes .
Secondly, it is an earmarked plan for a very worthy cause, but
t hen essent i a l l y i t ' s new s p end i ng . I f I under st a n d my new
colleagues, some of the . ..at l east some of the words that I
heard here, that may be going in the wrong direction. The point
t hat I w a n t t o m a k e i s t ha t m y p re f e r e n ce , a n d I t h i nk i t ' s an
institutional p ref erence that the Revenue Committee h as
historically played, is do revenue in an u nearmarked General
Fund fashion, and then allow every spending priority to compete
with each other. Now my goal is to try to give Roger Wehrbein
and t he A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Comni t t e e a s much s uppor t a n d t oo l s t hat
I can t o s u p p or t t he b u d ge t i n g p r o c e ss , w h i c h i s a compe t i t i ve
process. And so I vote against the Jensen amendment because I
think the tax increases are out o f w hack. Eighty percent
increase is unreasonable, don't reflect what I think is the
sound j udgment o f t he c o nani t t e e amendments . I al so am aga i ns t
the earmarking, even as I ad mit the factual basis of what
Senator Jensen and Senator Kruse have just said. I thin k
e veryth i n g t hat t hey ' v e s a i d a b ou t d o l l ar cos t s , t he i m p ac t o f
alcohol is true. We don't lock up alcoholics, however. We lock
up criminals. Alcohol contributes to that criminality, but we
d on' t l ock up a l coh o l i c s . We l ock u p cr i m in a l s . Ou r c r i mi n a l
justice system ne eds to have alc ohol ab u se, dru g abu se ,
a bsol u t e l y , b u t i t ' s no t a su b s i dy o f t h e i nd u s t r y wh e n w e l o c k
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