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SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k y o u , Se n a t o r Pe d e r s e n . Se n a t o r Kr u se ,
on the Jensen amendment.

SENATOR KRUSE: Tha nk you, Nr. President and members. I s tand
i n support of the Jensen amendment and wish to speak to t h e
dollars involved. This is no t about alcohol. It is about a
particular industry that is heavily subsidized by our s tate.
When I r e f e r r e d t o t h e c o s t s b e f o r e , I ' m n o t t a l k i ng ab o u t
social costs. I'm talking about budget d o llar, r eal do l lars,
real money costs of at least $300 million a year. At present,
w e are . . . t h e t a x e q u a l s 5 pe r c en t o f t hat . I woul d ne v e r b e o n e
t o say t h a t i t oug h t t o app l y t o al l of i t becau s e a l c o ho l a b u s e
is a part of society, but it seems to me the industry needs to
b e i nvo l v e d . But aga i n , i t ' s not abo u t al co h o l . I t ' d be abo u t
any industry that we subsidize to that degree. We are talking
about dollars here. If somebody wants to look at cuts and work
on cuts, and I assume that would be every ' somebody' on t h i s
f loor , i f we ' r e t al k i ng a b ou t c u t t i ng b u d g et , t hat ' s w h a t t h i s
amendment is about, because it cuts future budgets. If we do
n ot do t hi s , I am f ear f u l of wh a t w i l l hap p e n t o f ut u re b u d g e t s .
M ental heal t h i s i nvo l ve d . Addi c t i on i s i nvo l ve d . Tho s e a re
connected because menta l hea l t h t hat ' s not t r eat ed goes t o
self-medication, as al ready been indicated, but that gets very
expensive. Person drops out of school and then perhaps ends up
a t Ke a r n e y o r Yo r k , an d wo r s t o f a l l , f r om t e r ms o f do l l a r s , I ' m
not talking about people here, I'm talking about dollars, worst
of a l l f r om p o i n t o f do l l ar s t h e y d o n ' t g et a j ob w h i c h p a y s u s
income taxes an d sales tax. We must increase the cost to the
funds fo r t r eat m en t. I ' ve t al ked wi t h nume r o us peop l e abou t
this and persons that are involved. Our committee has spoken to
the Governor about this and the Governor says we must increase
treatment funds, we must do that, and has said openly that
a lcoho l t ax wo u l d b e a g o od w a y t o d o t h a t . I t h i n k we ca n a l l
join together on recognizing that this is a way to save future
costs. We will have a multiplier effect here that is huge, and
in the meantime we have not hurt the consumer. There was some
r eference t o bor der bl eed . I j us t ( l aug h ) h a v e t o sm i l e a n d
keep from laughing out loud. Border bleed on 1.6 cent per can
of beer is not g oing to be very excessive. We are not even
d oubl i n g t he am o un t o f t ax on t h i s p r o du c t , wh e n i t h a s n o t b ee n
increased for 16 years, 16 years. What would be inflation r ate
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