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They need more t r e a t ment i n t ho s e f ac i l i t i e s , and t hat ' s j u st
one piece of our s ystem. We formed, as a Legislature, a
substance abuse treatment task force in the criminal justice
system about three or four years ago. Senator Hilgert, who is
not longer here, and Senator Dwite Pedersen and I se rved on
that, and Dwite Pedersen and I served on a similar group prior
t o i t b e i ng l eg i s l a t ed b y a l l o f u s , b e ca u s e w e k n o w w e h a v e t o
get a handle on these costs. We know we have lots of people in
the system, and so we need to d o t w o t h ings, and Senator
Jensen's bill gives us the first opportunity, since I' ve been
here, to substantially get a reasonable amount of money to first
keep people from coming into the system, and second, to get
t rea t men t b e f o r e t h ey com e b a c k t o ou r c om mun i t i e s , an d t h a t i s
very important. The findings of the substance abuse treatment
in the criminal justice system task force, and this was a group
of people from across the state. They were appointed by
congressional d istrict. They...we were staffed by the
University of Nebraska at Omaha, Department of Criminal Justice.
These are our findings: There is a connection between substance
abuse and crime. Treatment is needed to ensure public safety
and public health. T reatment of addiction is as successful as
t he t r e a t ment o f ot h e r chr o n i c i l l nes s es , a n d t ha t ' s o n e of t he
myths that's out there. But treatment works. We also know that
treatment works as effectively for the incarcerated as it does
for the general public. It works just as effectively...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: ...for the incarcerated as the general
public. Twenty-five to 40 percent of adult arrestees, and 65 to
85 p e r c en t o f i ncar c e r a t e d a d u l t o f f en d er s n eed s u b s t ance abuse
treatment. Thirty to 40 percent of juvenile arrestees, and 65
t o 80 pe r ce n t o f j uven i l e o f f end e r s need sub s t a nc e abu s e
t reatment . I f we don ' t get t o t he ca u se s o f t he p r ob l e m , our
budgets are going to c ontinue to explode and you' re going to
have problems in the community that we are never going to get to
that impact other governmental subdivisions that are also paying
t he b i l l . Thi s i s ou r opp o r t u n i t y t hi s sess i o n t o do som e t h i n g
t o t u r n t h e s h i p . We c an ' t s i t i n o u r c om m it t e e s ag a i n ne x t
year and see the rising costs of our c r i minal ju s tice sy s tem.
Senator Brashear and his task force...
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