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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 8 3Nay 6 , 2 0 0 3

SPEAKER BRONN:
AN1713.

SENATOR LANDIS : I ' l l wi t h d r a w t h a t a m e n dment a t t h i s t i me .

SPEAKER BRONM: It is withdrawn. Next amendment, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: Senator Jensen w ould move to amend , AN 1737 .
(Legis l a t i v e J o u r na l p a ges 1 632-1636. )

Senator Landis, you' re recognized to open on

S PEAKER BR O MN :
your amendment.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the b ody .
I ' m o f f e r i ng a n ame n d men t t o L B 2 8 3 t h a t r a i s e s t he t a x on
alcoholic beverages and devotes approximately half of that money
raised to treatment programs. The other half of the funds w i ll
go to th e General Fund. In t his amendment, if this amendment
becomes law and consumption levels remain the s ame, t he sta te
w il l r ecogn i ze ar ound $14 mi l l i on i n new r evenue s.
Approximatel y h a l f wi l l go t o t r eat m ent . The ot h e r ha l f wi l l go
t o the General Fund, according to the amendment. Ea rl ier thi s
year, Nebraska Voices for Children conducted a poll of 900
Nebraskans. They asked about a variety of proposals to solve
t he b u d ge t p r ob l e m . They asked t he par t i c i p an t s i f t hey
supported d i f f er e n t f o r m s o f t ax i nc r e a s es . By f ar , by f ar t he
most popular and accepted increase was on alcohol...was in
alcohol. E ighty-six percent of the people polled said they
supported an increase in alcohol tax. One of the reasons there
was such support for the tax increase on alcohol is because it
is so low. If we compared the alcohol tax to the cigarette tax,
we see that for each single cigarette there is approximately 3
cents tax, each can of beer there is a mere 2 cent; 3 cents for
a cigarette, 2 cents for a beer. T his tax proposal will add
1.6 cents to a can of beer, 1.6 cents. I might add is somebody
going to go across the river for 1.6 cents for a can of beer, or
a 6-pack of beer, are they going to g o over there for
approximately 10 cents? I don't believe so. The question you
may have is why s hould we earmark some of t his money to
treatment? I'm going to read some statistics that give you a

S enator Jen s en , y o u ' r e r e c o g n i zed t o o p e n o n
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