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takes. Put the a mendment up and let us debate it, and accept
the ma j o r i t y o f t he bo d y or wh a t e v e r nu mb er i t i s . Fr a nk l y , I ' m
a little bit astounded that if there's that much frustration and
d isappo i n t m en t i n ou r c ommi t t e e b u d g e t t h a t we ' v e l a i d o u t , I
think in great detail in explaining the amount of cuts that have
b een taken. And I know that it's popular now in the country t o
say we' ve cut the increases. This year they are real cuts. T he
university alone is going to be several million dollars under
its 2001 budget. So to say that we have not made real cuts to
most agencies i s rea lly disingenuous. A nd i t's true we have
increases in Corrections, and it's true we have large increases
in Me d i c a i d , b u t be y on d t h a t I t h i n k we ' v e b e e n ve r y , v e r y
f rugal . And t o say i f you ' r e g o i n g t o . . . w h a t e ve r you ' r e go i ng
to make cu ts, I mean I don't know how many times to repeat it,
cutting state aid to education will increase taxes to somebody.
That i s a g i ve n , a n d I w o u l d l i ke t o hea r h o w i t wi l l no t happ e n
if that's not the case. If we cut the university further, and
apparently that's wh ere some wan t to go , that w ill ra is e
tuition, and if that's your choice then do it. But let's lay
t hose o u t . As o f r i gh t n ow , t he r e a r e n o a me n d ment s f i l e d t o
LB 407 , t h e ma i n l i ne a pp r o p r i a t i o n s b i l l , a n d I i n v i t e y o u t o
g et b u s y a n d d o t ha t b e ca u s e w e j u s t a s we l l s t a r t o n t h a t
situation and fi n d out where we are . I 'm ge tting several
e -mai l s s a y y o u h av e n ' t cu t y e t , a nd I am a st o un d e d a t t h a t . I
d idn ' t a d d up t h i s l a s t r o u n d , bu t a s o f l a s t y e a r i t wa s o v e r
$300 million of cuts and I think it will come up...I think we' re
gett i n g c l o s e t o a ha l f a mi l l i on by t he t i m e w e ge t don e, and
some o f t h a t wi l l b e i n c r e a s e s , b u t . . . cu t s i n i n c r e a se s . Bu t
you can't have one -fourth o f your bud get go ing up 15 to
20 percent, and that's Medicaid, you can't have that portion of
y our budget p r o v i d i n g a sa f e t y n e t f or t he e l der l y a n d t h e y o u ng
p eople i n t h i s st a t e t h a t ne e d i t . No p r i v a t e bu s i n e s s wo u l d
get aw a y wi t h f i r i ng t he i r el der l y a nd t hei r d i sab l e d a n d
they' re maimed, i f t hey wi l l , becau se t h e y d o n ' t wa n t t o pa y f o r
them. If they do, the state still p icks it up . The state
provides hea l t h i nsu r an c e , i f you wi l l , l ong - t er m n u r s i n g h o me
care f o r e v er w h en peop l e don ' t have t he abi l i t y t o do i t
t hemsel v es . So i f y o u c an f i g u r e ou t a wa y t o g e t a r o u nd t h a t
a nd le t o u r p e o p l e l a y o n t he s t r ee t , i f you wi l l , t hen y o u n e e d
t o t e l l u s h o w w e ' r e g o i n g t o do i t . An d I ' m l o o k i n g f o r wa r d t o
seeing where the cuts that would be made in this budget, because
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