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t hei r f a i r sha r e i n he l p i n g u s w i t h o u r t ax cha l l en ge . A . d s o I
am supportive of this legislation. I will yield my time to
Senator Chambers.

SPEAKER BRONN: Sena tor Chambers, you ha v e fo ur and a ha l f
m inut e s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you , Sen ator Price. Thank you,
Nr. Speaker. Members of the Legislature, a major difference,
perhaps, between w hat we are doing and what other states who
have knuck led u nder t o t he l i qu o r i nd u s t r y h a v e d one i s t hat w e,
this session, are taking a deliberate decision, an intentional,
premeditated decision to raise revenue through taxation. Since
we are go i n g t o t ax t hi s be h emoth o f a n i nd u s t r y , w h i c h bul l i es
and intimidates legislatures, we should make the effort one that
i s wo r t hw hi l e , b a se d o n t h e amo u n t o f t ax t h a t we i mp o s e . I t
should no t b e o n e o f t ho s e s i t ua t i o n s wh e re we cal l ou r sel ves
breaking ou t of a mold of ti morousness by putting an
inconsequential tax in place, knowing it is not going to b e
raised, perhaps, for a de cade. So w hat we' re doing now is
catching up from the past, and virtually ensuring the liquor
i ndustr y t ha t t hey wi l l be i mmu n e and exemp t f r o m f u r t h e r
i ncreases o f a n y s i gn i f i ca n ce . Not hi n g s i n c e I ' v e b ee n i n t he
Legislature ha s be e n taxed at the level and to the degree of
cigarettes. And that tax money has been used for some of every
k ind of t hi ng . Now i s t he t i me t o do t he pr o p e r t hi n g w i t h
reference to the liquor industry in our taxing. If we fail at
this point, I think the session, as far as trying to close the
shortfall gap, has failed. And there is no need in playing
around the edges. Senator Brashear's bill should go down. The
budget bill, whether it passes or not makes me no di fference,
because the Governor is going to play politics with that and red
penc i l . We wi l l c ome b a c k . And may b e b y t h e n t h e r e wi l l b e
some s t ee l i n t he se n a t o r s ' sp i n e s wh e n i t co m e s t o l o o k i ng a t
deriving money from the liquor industry. So perhaps there is a
better chance to get a sub s tantial i ncrease in the tax on
alcohol if this bill fails and if Senator Brashear's bill fails.
Then t h e l i q u o r l o b by wi l l h a v e b ee n s ho w n t h at t h ey o u t sm a r t e d
themsel v es . I ' m su r e t h e f ee l i ng wa s t h a t I wo u l d n o t a t t e mp t
t o kill this bill, because I want to see the industry taxed. So
they have me between a rock and a hard place, they think. Bu t
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