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bringing my per spective.. .and I respect the Revenue Committee
and where they are. This is a policy option that we' re going to
have to make this year to be able to get s ome o f our p rob lem
with our budget corrected t hrough a tax incr ease i n this
particular area. A nd that's one policy d ecision­- how c an we
r ais e t a xe s t o f i l l t h a t ga p ? Bu t we ' r e g o i ng t o h a ve a no t h e r
o pt i o n t o t a l k a b ou t t h i s t h a t wi l l n o t o n l y i n c r ea se t h a t
amount , bu t a l s o t a k e some o f t h a t a mo u n t a n d g e t t o k ee p i ng
p eople o u t o f t h e c r i mi n a l j u s t i c e sy s t e m t ha t i s b r e ak i ng ou r
b udget . I t i s k i l l i ng u s . An d we n e e d t o do so m e o f t h o se
things that will create policy and system changes. And there
i sn ' t e n ou g h m o ne y t o b e a b l e t o d o i t . An d I ch a l l e ng e y o u t o
ask any probation officer, any person i n t he state wh o dea ls
with issues in cri minal or juvenile justice, and ask them the
q uest i o n , ca n y o u g e t t h e k i d s i n t h e p r o g r am s ? Ca n y ou ge t t he
people who should be in programs. . .can y o u d o t h a t ? And t he y ' r e
n ot g o i n g t o t e l l y ou t h a t t h a t ' s a v a i l a b l e . An d we ne e d t h a t
t o b e a v a i l ab l e . So I u r g e y o u t o ke e p a n op en m i n d o n t h i s .
And I understand why th e Revenue Co mmittee l o oks at it as
numbers and balancing. Bu t look at it from a broad er
perspective as a Legislature,.. .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON : . . . f i g u r i ng o u t h ow w e ' r e g o i n g t o ha n d l e
t hese p r ob l ems f r om . . .as they cost us in our Health and Human
Services agency, as they cost us in our criminal justice agency,
as they c os t y o u r l oc a l co mmuni t i e s i n l aw e n fo r c ement c o s t s , i n
court costs, and social programs that...social services for
people with addictions, and the problems on the street and with
public safety in your community, because we don't treat. S o I
hope you' ll keep an open mind and put this in balance. Thank
Qou.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Thompson. Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Bromm, members o f the L e gislature, I
p assed o u t a do c ume n t t o y o u . I t ' s t h e s e co n d p a g e o f t he
committee amendments, and I added a couple of c o lumns w h ich I
t hough t wo u l d be he l p f u l t o me a n d m a y b e t n y ou i n l o o k i n g a t
t he e n t i r e c om p a r i so n . Th e t wo co l um n s t h a t I a dd e d t o t he
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