
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 283Nay 6 , 2 0 0 3

new spend i n g a t t h i s t i me . I f y o u wa n t t o r a i se t he t a x h i gh e r ,
I think that this puts pressure on this bill. It puts pressure
on this tax, and we could end up not raising the liquor tax at
all . Bu t as w e l os e v o t e s , t he R e venue Commit t e e ' s j o b, I t h i nk
it was, to raise some revenue this year. And I'm supporting the
Revenue Committee's amendment and the bill.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Connealy. Senator Thompson.

SENATOR THOMPSON: T hank you, Nr. Speaker, members of the body.
Fol l o w i n g t wo R e v e nue Co mmit t e e me m bers , an d I ' m a mem ber o f t h e
Appropriations Committee. I' ve been on that comnittee for three
years. I also was on the Health and Human Services Committee
for three years. And I think this is an issue where we' re going
to have to ex ercise some balance. W h en we have tax policy,
we' re going to do different...things differently from other
8tates. That 's ju s t a fact . Look at a ll the sales tax
exemptions we have. Some states don' t...we' re the only state
wit h t ha t ex em p ti o n . Ot h e r c a se s , we m a y b e i n l i n e or o u t o f
l i ne . An d so o u r t ax p o l i c y i s b u i l t o n o u r ab i l i t y t o
determine a ba lance . And I be lieve that one way we can do
tha t . . . a nd I wasn ' t g o i n g t o g e t up u n t i l Se n a t o r J en s en ' 8
amendment c a me up . Bu t s i nc e we ' r e we i g h i n g i n phi l os o p h i c a l l y
h ere , I t h i n k t h e wh o l e L eg i s l a t u r e h a s t o b a l an c e h o w t h i s t a x
can create some 8ystem changes. One of the frustrations that I
have had all session was watching the increasing prison budget,
almost doubling in ten ye ars, looking at what's happening in
communit i es . I go t o l ot s o f meet i n gs wi t h peop l e who ar e
working wi t h j uve n i l e o f f en d e rs . I ' ve a l so sp e n t s o me t i m e . . . I
spent three years on the committee that worked on substance
a buse i n t he cr i mi n al j ust i ce sys t e m , l ook i n g a t t he ad u l t
system. A n d o n e t hi n g t h a t I can t e l l you I hear d at ever y
meeting is that there isn't enough treatment, and when you don' t
have treatment and you don't have ways to keep people out of the
system, w e pay ver y , ve r y e x p e n s i v e l y i n i ncar c e r a t i o n , i n l aw
enforcement costs, in the costs in the criminal justice system.
We' ve been hearing about accidents and drunk driving and other
things, but there are...and social issues and c rimes against
women and children that result from alcoholism, but it'8 costing
the state taxpayers big bucks to t ake care of people with
addictions in our criminal justice system. I be lieve tha t in
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