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H owever, w i t h r es p ec t t o pi ck i n g p e r c e n t ages , p i ck i n g a s t a n d a r d
or a ben chmark, we are clearly at the high end of a reasonable
b enchmark o f o u r p e e r s . Th a t , I t h i nk , i s a r e l ev an t f a c t o r .
Y ou m a y s et t h i s wh e r e y ou wi s h . Bu t i t s ee ms t o me t ha t we ' v e
done. . . e x e r c i s ed , a c t u a l l y , so me c ar e i n see i n g t o i t t hat we
are at t he hi gh end of t he sca l e , b ut n ot pr ec i p i t ou s l y h i gh
compared to others. We do have people that will travel. They
wil l buy . They wi l l t hen b e t r ave l i n g a n d b u y i n g a l c o ho l t o do
so. I t h i nk t hat ' s an i nv i t at i on f or da n ge r r i g h t t her e . And
when we d o s o , i t does n ' t af f ec t con s umpt i on ; i t s i mp l y a f f ec t s
where it's purchased. In the end, I th i n k you need to be
agains t t he g r i d of t hos e t h a t sur r o und us . And i n t hat g r i d ,
we are at the very high end of the scale. It could be higher.
But we have not underjudged or underestimated or are a piker, by
any means, compared to anybody else. And the difference between
us and many of the states that surround us is significant on a
p ercen t ag e b a si s . I a dv i se yo u t o l oo k t h r ou gh t h i s f o r m. I
t h in k y o u ' l l s e e t h a t t h e Re ve n u e C ommi t t e e h as p l a c e d u s a t t he
v ery h i g h en d o f t he r u ng , wi t h s i g n i f i ca n t st ep s b e t w e e n w h e r e
we are and the states that surround us. Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Landis. Senator Connealy.

SENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you , M r . Speaker, m embers. I
apprec i a t e wh a t Sen a t o r L an d i s s a i d . I a g r e e wi t h t h a t . I
t h in k t h a t t h e Re v e n u e C ommi t t e e h as t r i e d t o b e mo d e r a t e he r e .
The b e s t t ax , l i ke we a l l k n ow , i s t he t ax t ha t we d on ' t p a y .
And even though I do have a drink every once in a while, I'm not
g oing t o p ay m u c h o f t h i s t ax . So i t ou g h t t o b e a t a x t h a t I ' d
l i k e . Bu t I t h i n k t h a t wh a t we d o . an d wh e n we ' r e r a i s i ng
revenues, is we hav e to be mode r ate, we have to be
across- t h e - board i n di f f er e nt ar eas , so t hat we don ' t get
out - o f - sy n c . An d t h a t ' s a l o t o f wha t Se n a t o r L an d i s t a l k ed
about . We he a r d i n Rev e n u e C ommi t t e e h o w t h i s r e a l l y i s a t ax
t hat a f f ec t s j us t a cer t ai n amo u n t o f p eo p l e . I t p r obab l y
supports Senator Jensen's amendment coming down the line. But
we d i d h av e a ha n do u t o n on e o f t h e b i l l s t h a t s a i d t h a t
6 0 percent of the alcohol was consumed by just 7 percent of t h e
p opul a t i o n . Tho se p e op l e c o n s ume a n a w f u l l o t o f a l co h o l . I t ' s
g oing t o t ax t he m a l o t . I t wou l d su p p o r t mo r e t r e a t m e n t . I ' m
n ot g o i n g t o b e su pp o r t i ng t ha t . I ' m n o t g o i n g t o b e s up p o r t i ng
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