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excruc i a t i n g. I don ' t wa n t t o t ea s e a t t h i s bad t oot h . I want
t o pu l l i t out . And by t he b a d t oo t h , I me a n t h e al l ow ance o f
the liquor industry to dictate to this Legislature, to bully and
buffalo it, divert our attention to the cigarette smokers. I'm
not going to agree to do that. And I don't think that there' s
t he co l l e c t i v e w i l l i n t he Leg i s l a t u r e t o s t op me f r om do i ng
what I am cont e m p l a t i n g i n my mi nd t o do . Thank you ,
Mr. Speaker .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, I had
passed out to you this comparison. I 'd invite you to take a
look at it. Under the committee amendment that's now before us,
we would be t a x i n g l i qu o r a t t wo d o l l a r s an d . . . so r r y , $3 . 7 5 per
gal l on , h i g he r t h a n e v e r y s t a t e e x c ep t S o u t h D ako ta , w h i c h i s at
$3.93. On our borders, for example, we have Missouri that is at
$2.00. We w ill be taxing at 75 percent higher than Missouri.
We will be taxing at 50 percent higher than Kansas. We will be
higher...we will be taxing at 60 percent higher than Colorado.
With respect to beer, we will be 280 percent higher in our taxes
than Colorado; 50 percent higher than Iowa; 50 percent h igher
than Kansas; 480 percent higher than Missouri. We will be also
higher than South Dakota. We' ll be the highest tax for beer in
this area. If we use the terms in this amendment, we will be
taxing at 200 percent higher than Colorado for wine; 200 percent
higher than Kansas; 200 percent higher than M iss ouri. And
certainly 25 percent higher than where we are in Nebraska. We
will be lower than Iowa. In the greater scheme of things, the
numbers t ha t I t h i nk r ef l ec t an ec o nomic re a l i t y , t hey , I t hi nk ,
place us in the high end of our region. There are, after we' re
done with this, only two amounts in any of the e ight states
around us, seven states around us, that would have a higher tax,
one with respect to South Dakota on liquor, and one with respect
to Iowa on wine. Every other state we are higher than in every
category. Now, it depends on what your benchmark is. I f you
use the benchmark as to what the cost of alcohol, the social
cost of alcohol is, there isn't enough tax to be collected here.
I t i s a st r o n omica l , I agr ee . I t ' s ab sol u t e l y t hr ou g h t h e r oo f .
I t ' s true. T hi s i s a l ega l l y al l owa b le a d d i c t i o n t ha t som e
people have, which is devastating in its social effect.
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