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r aises t h e c o s t s o f a can o f be e r b y o n e - h a l f a cen t per can .
I t ' s , I t h i nk , 12 ca n s i n a g al l o n, t he w a y I und e r s t a nd , t ha t
raises i t 6 cents. A h alf a cent, what w o uld the ...happen t o
the ot h e r c en t ? I wou l d g u e ss t h a t t h ey wou l d p r ob ab l y r a i se
t he p r i c e b y a wh o l e ce n t a nd p oc k e t t h e o t h e r h a l f c en t . So
i t ' s not go i ng t o be so s i gni f i can t . And I t oo r ecei v e d a l ot
of letters saying that if we raise the tax anything at all that
p eople wo u ld qu i t dr i nk i ng a n d t h e y ' d b e o u t of a j ob and t he
wholes a l e r s w o u ld a l l c l o se d own , wh i c h I do ub t v e r y mu c h ,
b ecause I guess I r eal l y don ' t kno w , b u t I wou l d l i ke t o t h i nk
i n t h e l a s t 17 ye a r s h o w much th e c o s t o f a can o f beer has
increased, and not many people has affected them, and we' ve not
r a i se d t h e t ax o n a l c oh ol i n t h at t i me . Se v e r a l o f y ou h av e
m entioned about t he do l lars t hat it cos t s ou r i.:ate, in
accidents an d i n s u r a nce and many t h i n g s , b u t I ' d al so l i ke t o
j us t men t i o n wh at i t does t o even f ami l i es . I had an
opportunity about two years ago to visit the women's corrections
f acility in York. And we had the opportunity to sit d own w it h
f our of t he i nma t e s p r i va t el y , wi t ho u t a n y w a r d ens o r a n y one
around, t o j us t g et t he i r per s p e c t i v e o n w h a t ' s h a p pen ing i n t he
women's f a c i l i t y t her e And wi t ho u t e x c e p t io n , eve r y s i ng l e on e
of them said that alcohol started out...abuse of alcohol started
out i n t h e i r r o a d t o t h e p r ob l e m s t h a t t h ey h a d . On e l a d y sa i d
she didn't even remember when her parents were sober, and what
i t l e d t o h er a n d h e r f am i l y . And i f you t h i nk of t he co st s ,
p lus t he dam ag e t o t he f ami l i es . . . I w as j u s t t hi nk i n g o f how
much...how many of the children in foster care have been results
o f abus iv e a l c o ho l p a r e n t s , w a r d s o f t he s t at e . Wi f e spousa l
abuse is something that's on everybody's radar screen. Probably
most of the t ime, that is because of abuse of alcohol. There
are just tremendous damages. And I don't think we can even put
a f i gu r e on i t . But Sen a t o r B e u t l e r d i d do a go o d j o b o f k i nd
o f b r i n g i n g ou t s o me o f t ho s e . Anot h e r t h i ng I was t hi nk i ng
about is, maybe we ought to attach to this bill something about
t rut h i n ad v e r t i s i n g . We t al k i n t r u t h ab o u t a d v e r ti s i n g . Has
anyone ever watched an alcohol commercial that had any truth to
it? Very little. T hey never show one side. Everything is
p ret t y g l a morous , a n d t h e y d o n ' t sh o w t h e d amage t ha t i t cau s e s ,
many t i me s . So I t h i nk t ha t I wi l l r e j e c t t h e c om m i tt ee
amendments , a nd v o t e f o r t h e b i l l wi t ho u t t h e ame n + ne nt s on i t .
And when Senator Jensen's bill come up, we' ll look at that, and
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