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college students are really shuddering in their boots. That' s
g oin g t o h a v e a b i g i mp a c t o n t h e i r b u dg e t . Ho wev e r , I do
commend you for what you' ve done. I will support the committee
amendments and the bill. My own personal preference would be a
higher rate, especially on beer, because that seems t o be the
beverage o f cho ice f or our hig h school students and college
s tudents. I don't know where they get it, but there's a lot o f
peopl e b uy i n g i l l e g a l l y f o r t h e se y o u n g e r p e o p l e i n ou r st a t e ,
and I wi s h t h a t wou l d s t op . I wi sh t h ey wo u l d wa i t t i l l t h e y
were 21 to make tha t decision to drink. Bu t I do hear your
argument about the other states a round us . And so I will
suppor t t he c om m i t t e e am e ndment s a n d w h a t y ou ' r e d o i n g , a l t h ou g h
my personal preference would be for a higher rate.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Schrock. Senator Jensen.

SENATOR JENS EN: Thank you , Mr . Speaker, m e mbers o f the
Legi s l a t u r e . I wa sn ' t g o i n g t o s t a n d u p , b u t I t h ou g h t ma y b e I
should at th is time , because I do have an amendment to the
commit t e e a m endment , an t i c i p a t i n g t h a t t he comm i t t ee ame n d ment
wil l p as s . An d I i n t r od u c e d a b i l l i n Rev e n u e C o mmi t t e e . I t
was killed. I must admit, the amendment is s imilar, bu t it ' s
d i f f e r e n t i n t ha t . . .we l l , I c an ex p l a i n t h a t wh e n w e g et t o t h a t
p oin t . Wh a t I do wan t t o men t i o n t o y ou i s t h a t i f we c om p a r e
the alcohol tax to cigarette tax, w e can see tha t for each
single cigarette there is approximately...each single cigarette,
3 cents tax . F o r each can of beer there is a mere 2 cents tax.
Three cents for a cigarette, two cents for a bee r . The tax
proposal t hat I wa s go i n g t o i nt r od uc e woul d h av e a dded ano t he r
1.6 cents to that can of beer. Now, what does that mean? W e l l,
if.. and by the way, my amendment would increase the com mittee
amendment $ 14 mi l l i o n on t o p o f i t , o n t op o f i t , wi t h
$7 million going to General Fund, another $7 million going to
treatment. And , yes, I know the Revenue Co mmittee hates
designated funding. But every dollar that we spend on treatment
r eturn s back $4 t o $7 i n f unds f or i ncar cer a t i on al one ,
i nca r c e r a t i o n a l on e . Bu t l e t me j u s t t e l l y o u . . . a nd Se n a t o r
Kruse mentioned that, yes, we all receive letters saying that if
we raised a can of beer any amount at all that t here wo uld be
p eopl e t ha t wo u l d b e p u t o u t o f wo r k , t r u ck s wo u l d n o t b e
purchased, and all kinds of bad things would happen. But ev en
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