
TRANSCR I PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG I SLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 283May 6 , 2 0 03

t ra f f i c acc i d e n t s l i ke al co ho l d o es . And I was j u st hand e d an
article this morning t hat I m ight jus t want to read just a
l i t t l e b i t o u t o f i t , t o g i v e y ou a n i d e a o f wh a t I ' m t a l k i n g
about. About 40 percent of the fatalities involved drivers who
were d r u n k , ac c o r d i ng t o t h e Na t i o n a l Hi g h way T r a f f i c
Administration. The 17,970 alcchol-related traffic deaths was
an increase o f 3 percent over the 2001 figu re, th e third
increase in a r ow for alcohol-related traffic deaths. So it' s
i nc r e a s i n g e v e r y ye a r . An d I r e a l i z e t h a t t he y mi g h t n o t h av e
t he a f t e r e f f e c t s l i k e l u ng c an c e r a n d t h i n g s l i k e t h a t f r om
s moking, bu t t hi s i s caus i n g a l ot of deat hs on t he hi ghw a y .
And we' re trying to raise revenue here. S o I'd hope people
would go along and oppose the committee amendments and go ahead
and vote t h e green copy out, because I do like Senator Landis'
i dea . He p i ck e d $ 1 0 m i l l i o n , a nd I t h i n k we sh o u l d s t i c k wi t h
i t a nd g o a he a d a n d m o v e t h a t ou t l i k e t h a t . So t h a t ' s . . . I ' m
g oing t o su pp o r t t h e b i l l b u t n o t t h e commi t t e e ame n d men t s .
T hank y o u .

SPEAKER BRONN: Th a nk y ou , Sen a t o r J o n e s . Se n a t o r Br a sh e a r .
Senato r Br a s h e a r w ai v e s . Se na t o r Kr u se .

SENATOR KRUSE: Thank you, Nr. Speaker and members. I s tand to
oppose the committee amendment and to comment on the proportion
of this tax. It is amazing, it is stunning to see that this tax
increase of 25 percent is considered modest. It's a m isuse of
terms, because I have worked with others to have a much larger
increase. Some of us took it upon ourselves to tr y to figu r e
out what alcohol abuse costs this state, not in terms of social
costs, just bucks to ou r treasury. I 'm talk ing about our
budget . I t i s so mep l a c e b e t w e e n f o ur a n d f i v e h u n d r e d m i l l i o n ,
it looks like. It's very hard to identify that, of course, and
be precise. So I 'm dropping that back to $300 million, a very
conservative figure. That's the cost of alcohol a buse . Now ,
al l t he p e r so n s . . .most o f t h e p eo p l e wh o d r i nk a l co h o l d o n o t
abuse it. But consider, in our present day, as we' re looking at
funding, how much subsidy we' re giving to one industry. I don' t
care whether it's alcohol or any other industry, a ny indu stry.
W e' re subsidizing this industry by as much as our deficit. I f
they paid their bills, we wouldn't have a de fi c it. We a re
cutting women, c h ildren, orphans, and ~ niversities in order to
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