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b i l l . I k n ow t ha t t h e l ob b y p r ob a b l y h i r e d t h e b e s t l o b b y i s t
t hat t hey t houg h t wa s a v a i l a b l e wh o c o u l d p u s h t h e L e g i s l a t u r e
i nt o a p o s i t i o n o f n o t t ax i n g t h e p r o d u c t s b e y o nd wha t t h e
liquor industry is willing to permit the Legislature to tax.
Now, when we talk about being permitted to do something as a
Legislature, it is a sorrowful commentary. Thus far, I'm the
only one who has u sed t h a t t e r m w i t h r ef er e nc e t o t hi s bi l l and
the proposed amount that we find in the comnittee amendment. I
don't agree that pain ought to be given only to those who smoke.
This liquor industry has demonstrated its p o litical muscle by
keeping t h i s L e g is l a t u r e f r o m t a x i n g t h e m f o r a nu mber o f yea r s .
And never has their product been taxed as it should. Senator
Engel used t h e t e r m ' s i n ' wi t h r ef er e nc e t o t he cons umpt io n o f
a lcohol . And t ha t ' s t he te r m ap p l i e d t o t oba c co a nd c e r t a i n
o ther p r a c t i ce s an d a c t i v i t y t h a t a r e f r o wn e d u p o n b y s o c i e t y ,
or some segments of society. The purpose of this bill is not to
discourage the con sumption of liquor. The purpose is to raise
r evenue . I n t h e f o r m o f t he c omm i t t e e amen d ment , i t i s no t
going to serve either of those functions.

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: I n i t s o r i g i n a l f o r m, i t wo u l d n o t d i s co u r ag e
the co n sumpt io n of l i quor . Bu t i t wou l d ra i se a re sp e c t a b l e
amount o f re v e n u e . I f we a r e g o i n g t o i mp o s e a t a x , we sh o u l d
i mpose o ne t h a t i s me an i ng f u l . No t a t o ke n t ax , n o t o ne t ha t
the industry tells us we can i mpose. We sho uld make an
independent judgment as a Le gislature. As a member of the
Legislature, if that judgment seems to run counter t o m ine, I
wil l have t o do w ha t I can t o t r y t o b r i ng i t mo re i n l i ne wi t h
what I believe we ought to do. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Jones.

SENATOR JONES: Mr. Speaker and members of the body, I'm go i ng
to stand and support the green copy this morning. And I don' t
t hink t h a t w e s h o u l d b e cu t t i ng i t down l i ke t he comm i t t e e
amendments do e s. Sever al t h i n g s t o co me t o c o n c l u s i o n o f . We
do need th e r e v enue . And I r ea l i ze t h a t w e ' r e t r y i ng t o pi ck on
alcohol right now. But we have picked on the cigarettes for a
l ong t i me , an d h av e r a i sed t h a t a l o t . An d t he y d o n ' t ca u se
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