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a bout a 2 5 p e r c e nt i n c r e a s e no w .

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Oka y . Wh o will actually pay this tax? O u t
of whose pocket will the tax...?

S ENATOR L ANDI S :
consumers.

Well, eventually i t w ill co me fr o m the

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But the lobby is the one who determined that
this amount is going to b e reduced from 50 percent to
2 0 percent , r ou g h l y ?

SENATOR LANDIS: No , but they agreed to that. That makes...and
that probably has some impact, yes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What...?

SENATOR LANDIS: But the...no one has a vote here except the 49
of us, Senator Chambers. I'm sure you' re aware.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: W hat drove the decision to reduce the amount
by more than 50 percent? Because I liked the original. T hat' s
what I ' m g e t t i n g at .

SENATOR LANDIS: Righ't.
with this amount in it, in
suggesting here, places it
o f ou r n e i g h bor s bu t o n e .
bill would have placed us
neighbors .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Senator Landis. Memb ers of the
Legi s l a t u r e , t he t e r m t h a t Se n a t o r L a n d i s u se d , n ame l y
'astronomically higher,' is a re lative term. The liquor
industry has not acquired the political clout of the insurance
i ndustry yet. So we need to look beyond what other s tates ma y
have succumbed to in terms of accommodating the liquor industry,
and consider what our purpose is with a taxing measure. I don' t
t h in k i t wi l l b e a r g u e d, a s w as d o n e wi t h c i g a r e t t e s , t ha t t h i s
tax is designed to discourage people from consuming John
Barleycorn and spe nding t ime in his company. It is a revenue

The amount of tax that Nebraska has,
other words, th e one that we ' re

at the high end of the scale with all
T he amount t h a t wa s o r i g i n a l l y i n t h e
astronomica l l y hi gh e r t h a n a l l of our
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