
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 602May 5 , 2 00 3

events . And i t was a s i f you w e r e t he r e . Aga i n , I wou l d ca l l
y our at t ent i on t o t he f ac t s t od a y . The y ' r e d r e s sed up an d we l l
spoken, and I m ig h t s a y b y ve r y w e l l i n t ent i on e d an d I be l i eve
very devout people. The pharisees were very devout too. So
were th e p e opl e a t t he S p a n i s h I n q u i s i t i on . So wer e t he men
t hat conv i c t e d G a l i l e o . Yes , you a re t her e . Th i s i s abo u t as
p assionate , a b o ut , as a n y t h i n g t h a t I ' v e e n c oun t e red i n m y s h o r t
term in the Legislature. For the last 50 years, or nearly that,
I have been i nvol v e d i n t r y i ng t o make t he Uni ver s i t y of
Nebraska Medical Center a world-class research center. Not just
me, b ut t hou s a nd s o f o t he r s j u s t l i ke me . I f we ma k e t he
University of Nebraska Medical Center an u n trustworthy p a rtner
i n r ese a r ch , whi ch t hi s b i l l t hr eat e n s t o d o, w e w i l l not get
over it quickly. It will probably take two generations for the
Medical Center to rec over . The o ther thing is a lot more
personal. T here's a young man by the name of Eric Johnson
(phonetic), who has diabetes. There's a relative by the name of
Sylvi a ( p h one t i c ) , w h o i s 57 ye a r s o l d , can ' t t e l l you t he n a mes
o f h er gr a n d c h i ld r e n . She w a s v a l e d i c t o r i a n o f h er hi gh sc h o o l
class. T here's my friend John, who recently died with ALS.
This bill takes the hope of cure away from all of these people.
Are you sure this is what you want to do? People have said
different things. I belie v e Sen ator Ch ambers s aid he was
willing to his...expend his last breath on this. I think I am
t oo . But I was k i nd of r em i n d ed , i n t h i nk i n g o f t h i s , so m e o f
Us older ones will remember a man by the name of...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR JOHNSON: . . .Ad la i S te v e nson, a t t he Un i t ed Nat i ons ,
during the Cuban missile crisis. And he turned to Mr. Vasinski
(sic) and said, I am prepared to stay here till hell ree zes
o ver . And I am. Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th an k y o u , Se na t o r J o h n s o n . Sen a t o r Br ow n.
She waives the opportunity. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President. I have a question for
Senator J o hnson .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sena tor Johnson, w ould y ou res pond to a
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