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SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Brown, would you yield, please?

SENATOR BROWN: Ye s .

SENATOR THOMPSON: S enator Brown, I know you' ve worked a lot in
the area of genetics and legislation that has to d o with that
since we' ve been in the Legislature. And in some of the
discussions we' ve had off the mike, and also in l istening to
w hat y o u sa i d o n t h e mi k e , I ' m co n c e r n e d t h a t , f r o m w h a t y ou ' v e
been s a y i n g , t ha t t h i s g o e s b ey o n d w h a t w e ' re p r ob a b l y t h i nk i n g
o f i n t e r ms o f c l o n i ng , an d wou l d p r o h i b i t so m e o t h er t yp e s o f
g enetic work that already is fairly commonplace i n the stat e.
Is that correct?

SENATOR BROWN: We l l , I ' m no t su r e t h a t i t ' s c om m onp l a c e , b u t
i t ' s c er t a i n l y mor e p r omi s i n g t ha n a n y t h i n g t h a t we ' v e b e e n
talking abo ut so fa r . The. . .my reading o f Section 3,
number ( 3 ) , w h er e we t a l k abo ut i nt r odu c i n g nu c l e a r mat er i al
from one or more huma n som atic cells into a fertilized or
unfertilized oocyte...if you had a condition that was a genetic
condition, that you knew would be passed along to your child,
and there was the ability to introduce genetic material to cure
that condition, and it was guaranteed that the child would have
i t , y o u c o u l d h a v e i n v i t r o f e r t i l i zat i o n, so t hat i t wou l d b e a
fertilized egg, a product of you and your husband, and then
geneti c mat er i a l coul d b e i n t r od u ced i n t o t h a t e g g p r i or t o i t
b eginning to replicate, that could cure a de letion of a
chromosome that would result i n some sort of terrible health
problem for the child. Ny reading of this language is, that
kind of genetic therapy would be precluded, because it would be
the introduction of genetic material. And nucle...most o f the
genetic material in a cell...actually, virtually all of it, from
t he w ay we ' r e t a l k i ng ab o ut i t . . . i s co n t a i n e d i n t h e n u c l e u s .
So it would be the introduction of nuclear material from another
somatic c e l l i nt o a f er t i l i zed o o c y t e. So gene t i c t her a py I
t hink woul d b e p r e c l u ded b y t h e l an g uage o f t h i s b i l l .

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you, Senator Brown. I 'd like to ask
Senator Smith a question.

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Smith, would you yield, please?
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