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someth in g l i k e t h i s i s o f n o co n se q u e nc e t o m e. Th e r e wa s a
so-called late term abortion bill that congressmen all jumped on
the bandwagon for, and everybody on the floor except me. And I
was right, and the court struck it down . They made it a
c r i m i na l s t a t u t e , a nd my a r gu me n t s we r e u se d b y t he d i s t r i c t
court , t h e ap p e l l a t e co u r t , and t h e V .S . Sup r em e Co u r t . An d I
t r i e d t o e x p l a i n t o my co l l ea gu e s w h y w h a t t h e y we r e d o i n g wa s
wrong. Ov erly broad, and vague. In this bill, Senator Thompson
was j u s t b eg i n n i n g t o en g a g e S e n a t o r B r a sh e a r i n t h e d i s cu s s i on .
On page 2 , i n l i n e 6 , 'Derive any product from.' ' Der i v e i s
n ot wh a t I wou l d l oo k a t , b u t ' p r o d uc t . Sen a t o r Br a sh e a r
acknowledged i t wa s n o t de f i n ed . No c r i me c a n b e pr ov e d ag a i n s t
a person unless every element of the crime is pr oved bey ond a
reasonabl e d o ub t . And wh e n y o u h a v e a wor d su c h a s ' prod u c t , '
which i s o ne o f t h e e l em e n ts o f t h i s cr i me , a nd i t i s no t
defined, and nobody kn ows what it means, you do not know what
conduct i s p r o h i b i t e d a nd wh a t co n du c t i s a l l owe d . I t i s
o verb r o ad . I t i s v agu e . Th i s wo u l d b e u n co n s t i t u t i o n a l ,
b ecause it's a criminal statute. A cri minal statute i s neve r
extended by int erpretation. A crim inal statute is narrowly
d ef i n e d . A co u r t wi l l nev e r a l l ow i t t o me a n an y m o re t h an wh a t
t he p l a i n m e a n i n g o f t he wo r d s i s , t h e p l a i n me an i n g . Wh a t d o e s
product' mean, product from human c loning? What does that

mean? Nobody on this floor knows. If y ou gave everybody a
p iece o f p ap er i n he r e an d sa i d , y o u mu s t wr i t e d own some t h i ng
as to wh a t th at word mean s, an d wou l d look, the number of
different answers would show y ou tha t reas onable pe ople can
differ. And that cons titutes v agueness, o verbreadth, in a
c r i m i na l st a t u t e . Yo u mi g h t be ab l e t o ge t 33 v o t e s . Th ey we r e
able t o d o t h a t , i f i t wo u l d ha v e b e en n e ce s sa r y , o n t h e
so-ca l l ed l a t e t e r m a b o r t i on b i l l . An d t he y h a d t he s am e p e o p l e
l ur k i n g o u t i n t h e h a l l s , g i v i ng t he m i n st r u c t i on s . And t h e y
were t o l d o n t h a t b i l l t o t a l k ab o u t wh a t t h ey ' re sa y i ng i n
Congress . Th e y h a ve i d i o t s i n Cong r e s s l i k e t h ey h av e i d i o t s i n
state legislatures.

SPEAKER BROMM : One m in u t e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: A nd they' re all repeating what was told to
them. If you have 1,000 parrots, and the first one says, P olly
wants a cracker, then 1 ,000 other parrots, like a multiplied
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