
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 602Nay 5 , 2 0 03

SENATOR BEUTLER: W o u ld Se n a t o r Sm i t h y i e l d t o q u e s t i o n s ?

SPEAKER BROMN: Sen a t o r Sm i t h , wo u l d y o u y i e l d , p l e a se ?

SENATOR SMITH: Ye s .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Smith, I, too, like everybody else, is
against reproductive cloning, I think because it just initially,
f or one t hi n g, i t i ni t i a l l y j us t sm a cks a s w r o ng . But I want e d
to talk about reproductive cloning a little bit just to explore
my own feelings about it and to explore your background and
reading in this area. Reproductive cloning...and, by the way, I
certainly agree with Senator Foley's idea that it is the job of
the Legislature to generally define the ethics of society,
including the ethics of science. Having said that, I take it,
Senator, that you' re against reproductive cloning also.

SENATOR SMI TH : Ye s .

SENATOR BEUTLER: And why are you against reproductive cloning?

SENATOR SMI TH : I n a dd i t i o n t o t h e p r o b l ems o f c r e a t i ng ,
effectively, another human being with an identical genetic code,
I mean t h at sp e a k s t o g r ea t e r v o l u m e s o f p r o b l e m s t ha t i t wo u l d
propose in society, notwithstanding the difficulty of science to
even get t h a t f ar .

SENATOR BEUTLER: W e ll, let me be more specific. I suppose one
reason you could be against it is b ecause it's ineffective,
because i t do e s n ' t wo r k r i g h t n ow .

SENATOR SMITH: Tr u e .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Bu t I g u e s s I ' m som e wha t d i smi ss i v e o f t ha t i n
the s ense that all pure research is, at th e b eginning,
i nef f e c t i v e . I have no do ub t i n my mi nd but t ha t i f t hi s
society chose to d o so we could soon reach a le vel of
effec t i v e n ess i n c l oni n g t h a t w o u l d be equa l t o t he nat u r al
process . Do y o u di sa g r e e w i t h t hat ?
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