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p robably n eve r g r a s p a b ou t t h i s i ssu e . Le t ' s t a l k ph i l o so p h y
for a real brief second. T here was an Athenian orator named
Demosthenes. He was a politician, but he was a philosopher. He
said , w i s e p o l i t i c i a n s s h o u l d march a t t he h e a d o f af f a i r s , not
waiting on the event to know what measures to take, but the
measures they have taken ought to produce the event. That' s
what we do here. We produce events. The good ones, and there' s
plenty of them in here, produce the events. That's why we' re
here. There was a note that I found, 'The Ethics o f Emb ryonic
Stem Cell Research in Human Cloning,' by Robert P. George. He' s
a n at t o r n ey . He quo t e d t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Ch i c a g o P r o f e s so r L e o n
Kass in ce r tain in stances, an d Ka ss des cribed the idea of
cloning. George went on and said, many people favor legislation
t hat would ban human c loning for rep roductive p u rposes, b u t
p ermi t i t f o r p u r p o se s o f b i o me d i ca l r e se a r c h . Com no n l y ,
cloning for biomedical research purposes is called therapeutic
clon i n g . Th ou g h t h a t l a ng u a g e i s c o n t r ov e r s i a l , Geo r g e s ay s , I
myself reject that term 'therapeutic' in this connection because
t he c l o n i n g i n qu e s t i o n i s n ot f or t he bene f i t of t he emb ryo
brought into existence by it. In fact, that embryo will be
destroyed. This is the last time that I' ll ever do this. It ' s
the last time I' ll ever bring up my sister on the record or in
this Chamber. Philosophically, I don't believe that t here's a
whole l ot o f d i f f e r en c e b e t ween t h e way my s i s t e r l i ves a n d t he
way a human embryo exists. You go to Valley and you walk into
my sister's room. S he's fed through a tube. She doesn't know
me. She doesn't know her mother and father. She doesn't know
anyone. The nur ses he l p h er u p . They m o v e h e r . You cou l d
bring a human embryo into the room and there is no difference.
There is one significant difference to me. When I go to sleep,
once a month, twice a month I' ll have dreams that she just wakes
up for 15 minutes and that I have that conversation with her.
Y ou can't have that conversation with the human embryo. I
understand that. That's there. But guess what? Those dre ams
came back when my i nfants were in their mother's womb, and I
started having different dreams, not about my sister Beth. They
s tar te d t o t r an s f o r m i n t o a ba b y s i t t i ng o n m y l a p . I t was a
human embryo, but that baby was sitting on my lap. That is a
r ea l d r ea m . I ' m n o t j u st sa y i n g t h a t .

SENATOR RAIKES: One minute.
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