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SENATOR SMITH: Than k you, Mr. President and members. I would
e ncourage y ou t o l ook at t he ac t u a l l ang u age o f t he c o mmi t t e e
a mendment t ha t s u b sequent l y b e c omes th e b i l l . And i t doesn ' t
bring in extraneous issues, such as banning the implementation
of a cure in the United States because it was found elsewhere
b ecause o f the re search that was done to obtain the cure. I
w ould point out that I realize there's some lack of c omfort by
some for banning therapeutic cloning, but there's comfort in
banning reproductive cloning. But then some say that w e don ' t
know enough, t herefore, d o not hing and...or, therefore, just
stick t o the reproductive side. And I would suggest that if w e
know enough that we' re comfortable with a reproductive cloning
ban, we really know enough, and especially when the university
comes in, in a neutral capacity, when we know enough, I would
think, to establish policy relating to therapeutic cloning as
well. I don 't take this issue lightly. It is something that
has a big impact on our state, a big impact on our policy across
Nebraska. And in fact, it's my understanding there's not even a
human clinical trial using therapeutic cloning. And we can say
there's potential here, it might work there if, if, might,
maybe, a n d r e a l l y t h e i s su e b o i l s d o w n t o t he l a n gu a ge i n t h e
bill that I believe is a very appropriate policy for the state
of Nebraska to adopt. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR RAIKES: Tha nk you, Senator S m ith.
y ou' re r e c ogn i zed t o s p e a k .

SENATOR FRIEND: Thank you , M r . President. Memb ers of the
Legislature, Senator Johnson, you brought up a point a little
while ago why are we addressing this bill. I look around...I
t hink a t t i m e s when I l oo k a r o und t h i s C h amber and I w o n der i f I
w as here l a t e e n o ugh a t ni g h t i f I cou l d hear t he ph i l oso p h y
seeping o ut of t he wa l l s . I mean , I ' m n ot su r e I be l i eve i n
ghosts, but they' ve got to be here. The lawmakers in this body
are philosophers too. Senator Johnson, I don't know if Senator
Smith wants to answer your question. I think I can. This is
part of our job. This is why we' re here. Do we have time to
d eal w i t h i t ? We ha v e t o ma k e t i me t o d e a l wi t h t h i s . I f we
have to co m e ba ck five months from now and straighten out the
b udget , l e t ' s s t r a i g h t i t o u t . I a g r e e wi t h Sen a t o r Th om p s o n ,
this is ex t remely t e chnical. There are things that I will
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