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a day to try t o mai ntain n o rmal b l ood sugar. Therap eutic
c lon i n g w o u l d g i v e h i m a nd a l l who su f f e r wi t h j u v en i l e d i ab e t e s
and certain o ther d i seases a chance to b e hea lthy . The
scientific possibility exists to create cures. Plea se do not
legislate it away. I'm also concerned about other diseases that
this research c ould help, because some of the most devastating
d iseases dea l w i t h d a mage t o c e l l s a n d t i ssu e s , a n d I kn o w i n m y
own fa m i l y , o ne o f my c l o se f a mi l y me mb er s h as su f f e r e d f o r mo s t
of her adult life w i t h an iss u e th at has been par tially
addressed through organ transplantation, but it took many years
and a l on g t i me t o g e t t o t h a t p o i n t . An d we mi g h t , wi t h t h i s
research, coupled with other possibilities out there, be able to
f ind a w a y t o de a l wi t h t ho s e k i n d s o f ne e d s f o r i m p r o v e d . .. f or
cell s a n d t i s s u e s t h a t a per s o n c o u l d u s e t he i r o w n b ody t o he l p
make it possible for them to cure that disease, and a lso not
have to take the ve ry, very expensive and in so me cases
debilitating drugs for the cell s tha t atta ck the ir imm une
system, the immunosuppressive drugs that keep them going after a
transplantation of a cadaveric or a live donor situation.

SENATOR RAIKES: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: I don ' t pretend to know or understand this
i ssue v e r y we l l , so I ' m j u s t c omi n g t o i t o n v e r y hu ma n t e r ms ,
and my concern is that we' re putting into law an unnecessary
piece of legislation that has the potential to hurt the ability
of Nebraskans to not only participate in research bat...at some
future point, and what that happens to science in our state, but
also the potential that will harm Nebraskans who need this
research, who need this help to lead healthier lives. And I
t hink we ' re g e t t i n g i n t o a n ar e a t h a t w e d o n ' t under s t a n d ver y
well. I do n't think this is a pro-life issue. If you want to
get into human cloning for purposes of reproduction, we can
probabl y agr e e, bu t I don ' t t hi nk we shou l d be us i n g t h i s
valuable time to spend to try to sort this particular part of
t hi s b i l l ou t so t ha t we h a v e a n u n d e r s t a n d in g t o d o t he r i ght
t hing .

SENATOR RAIKES: Time.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you.
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